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llember Interviews: Martin lMooney

by Marcia Monroe

Originally from Kirkland, Texas, llartin served with the Air
Force for four years during the Korean conflict. He resides in
San Diego(the Chula Vista area), California, with his wife, Pat, and
they have three grown daughters. lartin is an electrical-mechanical
engineering technician for the Naval Calibration Laboratory at Horth
Island.

He began seriously collecting plants in 1969 and, soon thereafter,
became a member of the San Diego Cactus and Succulent Society; he is
also an active member of the Cactus and Succulent Society of America.

In our Club he has held the office of treasure, vice-president and
president, and he is a past member of the board for the Cactus and
Succulent Society of America. Presently, he is the show chairman and &
member of the board for our Society. Martin has written two excellent
articles for Espinas y Flores--one on the National Botanic Garden of
South Africa and one on the adaptation of plants. His wife, Pat, has
helped with regalement, and she has worked in the library for four years.

In 1978, Martin attended the Succulenta Convention in South Africa
with Larry Mitich. While they were there, a three day collecting trip
was taken with Teddy and Cynthia Giddy to Durbin, where they viewed
Fockea crispa and Aloe svectabilis in habitat. Barbara Jeppe took
Martin and Larry on an eight day field trip into the Little Karoo where
they observed conophytums, sarcocaulons, othonnas, and Zuphorbia
suzannae in their native environment. At two of our meetings, lMartin
presented a slide show on his trip to South Africa.

Cacti were Martin's first interest, but later he took a liking to
pachypodiums and euphorbias(of the cacti, he now prefers copiapoas and
melocactus). He has lovely mature specimens of Pachypodium namaquanum,
Pachvpodium brevicaule, Euphorbia stellata, crested Iforms of Luphorbia
obesa and Euphorbia suzannae. Two of his favorite succulents are
Buphorbia decidua and Iockea crispa. ;

Martin's special method for growing
plants begins by placing fiberglass
screening over a large hole at the
bottom of his pots His soil mix includes:
one vart SupersoilW, Two parts builders
sand, four parts planter mix(Hawaiian
Magic®) and eight parts vumice. He uses
half the recommended amount of fertilizer,
feeding his plants two or_three times in
a year with Yatch-Us-Gro® »r with a low
nitrogen licuid fish fertilizer. Demon-
strating his ability for growing cactus
and succulents, Martin has won numerous
awards and he has displayed his outstand-
ing plants on the V.I.P. table on several
occasions.
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