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printed material to the editor. Reproduction in whole or 
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President’s Message — Chris Miller 
Happy Mother’s Day to all you mothers, 

grandmothers and dads who are doing it alone.  I 
hope you all have a day filled with family.

We had a very nice meeting in April. Mark did a 
workshop on plant sex (seeds being the outcome), 
Pam Badge gave an inspired talk on Sansevieria, and 
Kelly took us to Peru and other places. The meeting 
was well attended and I think we all enjoyed 
ourselves.  

Our next meeting will start with a workshop by 
Jerry Garner on preparing your plants for the show.  
We are weeks out from our biggest event of the year, 
our June Show & Sale. Our vendors are signing up 
and we will have around 40 of them. Our Show 
information has been sent out in newsletters, and our 
Volunteer sheet is partially filled. Lots of people are 
working behind the scenes to make this our best 
Show & Sale ever. Please sign up at the next meeting 
to do your part in supporting this event.

We have received a book donation from the 
Grandchildren of Ruby D. Winters. Ruby and her 
husband were members from the 1960s through the 
late 1980s, and she participated at Shows. Some of 
the books will go to our Library, but a good number 
will be for sale at our next meeting. This is a good 
chance to expand your personal libraries.

Our next meeting happens at the same time as 
the San Diego Epiphyllum Society’s Sale. Come early 
to find a parking spot, shop at their sale, and then 
enjoy Jerry’s workshop at 11:00 a.m.

See you at the meeting.
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PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP — 11:00 a.m.
Prepping for the Show – Jerry Garner
Join Jerry Garner at 11:00 a.m. for the Pre-meeting 

Workshop held in the lunch room in Room 101.
The June Show & Sale is the San Diego Cactus and 

Succulent Society’s most important botanical and social 
event. It is our opportunity to join with kindred spirits 
in a weekend of work, camaraderie, and  presentation 
to share our fascination of succulent plants with others.

In this month’s workshop, we will focus on preparing 
your plants for the show tables at the June show. I will 
cover the basics of entering a plant in the show and 
have a short discussion on filling out the plant entry 
tickets and where and how to find the plant category 
information. I will then address pot cleanliness, plant 
cleanliness (insect control), and plant grooming, and 
finish with some basic staging tips for using top 
dressing, rocks, and plant-to-pot placement to enhance 
the presentation of the plant.

If you have a plant that you are unsure about 
showing, bring it to the workshop and we will work on 
the plant’s best presentation. I will bring an assortment 
of simple tools that can easily be assembled into a plant 
grooming kit.

I hope this workshop will take some of the worries 
and mystery out of showing your plants, and encourage 
you to show them. We always urge our members to be 
part of OUR show.
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APRIL BRAG TABLE WINNERS 
Cactuspx
ØNovice
1st Place: Russel Ray, Mammillaria plumosa (1)
2nd Place: Norb Roden, Opuntia vestita (2)
3rd Place: Julie Dixon, Escobaria sneedii v leei (3)

ØIntermediate
1st Place: Chuck Ramey, Opuntia zebrina (4)
2nd Place: Bev Grant, Ferocactus acanthodes (5)
ØAdvanced
1st Place: Brian Shepherd, Echinocactus texensis (6)

Succulentspx
ØNovice
1st Place: Sherman Blench, No plant name (7)
2nd Place: Nord Roden, Hoodia gordonii (8)
3rd Place: Russel Ray, Crassula corymbulosa (9)

ØIntermediate
1st Place: Unknown (10)
2nd Place: Melanie Howe, Othonna triplinervia (11)
3rd Place: Maria Becker, Albuca spiralis
3rd Place: Bev Grant, Euphorbia medusa type (12)

ØAdvanced
1st Place: Don Hunt, Euphorbia stellaispina (13)
2nd Place: Candy & Jerry Garner, Pachypodium gracilius (14)
2nd Place: Kelly Griffin, Gasteria armstrongii x (15)                  
3rd Place: Candy & Jerry Garner, Lachenalia liliflora (16)
3rd Place: Kelly Griffin, Gasteria x cv ‘Splitrock’ (17)
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Who knew 
they grew 
in grass 
under trees?



MAY PROGRAM
Wandering in Oaxaca

Join club members Kelly 
and Denise Griffin, Rick 
Bjorklund, and Christine 
Vargas, as they recount 
their memorable 2015 trip 
to Oaxaca, Mexico! This 
was the trip of a lifetime for Rick and Christine since 
Kelly had made similar trips many times before and 
knew just where to find the many interesting cacti and 
succulents to photograph.

After spending considerable time in the beautiful city 
of Oaxaca, the ruins of Monte Alban, Mitla, Teotitlan 
del Valle, San Martin Tilcajete, Etla, The Jardin 
Botanica (two blocks from their Bed and Breakfast!) 
and purchasing enough wooden alebrijes (fantastic 
painted and hand-carved figurines, even an agave!) and 
Zapotec weavings to open a museum, we rented a car 
and headed to the isthmus. We made many stops near 
Mitla, the archaeological zone of the ruins of Guiengola 
(an agave of the same name is found there and a mass 
planting of them is in front 
of the Santo Domingo 
Church in Oaxaca City), 
and ended in the beach 
town of Salina Cruz near 
Tehuantepec.

From the isthmus, we 
moved northwest and 
northeast of Oaxaca City. 
Alas, Denise had to catch a flight home on the way back 
through the city so the group became the three amigos 
instead of the four amigos.

Tehuacan, Zapotitlan, and San Jose Miahuatlan 
revealed many cacti and succulents, and also the 
government reserve called The Botanic Garden of Helia 
Bravo Hollis. Among the 
many plants we saw were 
Agave macroacantha, the 
giant Beaucarnea stricta, 
and the huge Jatropha 
neopauciflora.

On to San Pedro Nopala 
and San Andres Dinicuiti 
observing lovely Opuntias 
and Mammillarias in bloom, and huge forests of 
Furcraea macdougalii with trunks so large you can’t 
imagine their age! We found 
a giant and most striking 
Agave ellemeetiana in the 
mountainous region of San 
Jeronimo Tlacochahuaya. We 
hired a young guide to direct 
us into the area where we also 
found a lovely Echeveria!

Wonderful plants, great 
food, friendly people, and fun 
camaraderie made for a great 

trip wandering around 
the state of Oaxaca!

Editor’s Note — Russel Ray 
I can’t read the Newsletter! I had one comment 

last month about the readability of the text on the 
opaque background images. I understand. My own 
eyes are 553,512 hours old as I type this, even older 
as you read it.  

I use 11 point font size for everything except the 
left column on page 2; that’s 10 point text. Even 
then, 11 point font size can be quite small on one’s 
computer, especially if one’s computer is set for less 
than 100% or even uses that “fit everything on the 
screen” setting.

If you have trouble reading the newsletter — or 
anything on your computer for that matter — the 
solution is extremely easy. On standard computer 
keyboards there is a number pad at the far right. 
Simply hold the Control key down (It’s either the 
Option key or Command key on Apple computers) 
and hit the plus (+) key on the keypad. That 
increases the size of stuff on your monitor. When 
you’re finished reading, hold the Control/Option/
Command key down and hit the minus (-) sign. That 
reduces the size of stuff on your monitor.

If you’re reading on a smart phone, well, don’t. In 
other words, I don’t have a clue how to do anything 
on my smart phone other than make and receive 
phone calls, send and receive text messages, use 
Google Maps, and use the flashlight (very useful out 
here in the dark boondocks). That’s it.

If you’re reading on a small device with a 
keyboard, like a tablet or laptop computer, you might 
not have a keypad at the right. Look for (typically) 
blue text and icons on your keys. You should find the 
keypad numbers in blue on the keys. To use them, 
you’ll have to hold the function (Fn) key down. So to 
increase text size, it would be

Ctrl/Option/Command Fn +
To decrease text size would be

Ctrl/Option/Command Fn –
Many programs also have a zoom feature, usually 

a scroll bar in the lower right corner of the program, 
where you can increase or decrease what appears on 
your monitor screen.

Hope that helps. Feedback about the newsletter 
always is welcome. Send your concerns, suggestions, 
ideas, thoughts, pictures, and margarita recipes to 
arpotterySD@gmail.com.4

The 4 amigos

The 3 amigos

Agave ellemeetiana

Beaucarnea stricta

ADVERTISEMENT
Hi, I’m Jude with Living Art Designs.

I’m an award-winning landscape designer.
I design and maintain succulent, native,

and other low-water plant gardens. 
My prices are reasonable.

Please contact me at
livingartdesigns06@gmail.com



455

Hans Britsch

A BRIEF HISTORY OF WESTERN CACTUS
The Britsch family (owners), and Ed DeLollis (manager) of Western Cactus, 
have invited our members on a tour of their large-scale cactus and succulent 
nursery operation. Tickets were quickly snatched up at the April club 
meeting. Below is an article written by Ed about the history of Western 
Cactus and the Britsch family.—Sue Thomas

Hans Britsch (picture at left) was born in Switzerland and was trained in 
landscape architecture. Gretl (picture at right), from Austria, met Hans when 
she became a nurse in Switzerland. They came to California in 1963, with their 
daughter Susie. Hans found work with a large landscape company, Valley Crest. 
Hans bought the Vista property in 1966 from a former business, Morgan’s 
Cactus. There was one greenhouse at the time. Hans bought plants and seeds of 
cactus from Germany and, while waiting for the cactus to mature, raised tomatoes and other 

vegetables to give the family an income.
In January 1967, the future president of Western Cactus Growers was born: Hans Thomas Britsch, known as 

“Thomas.” By 1973, Hans was selling cactus seedlings to customers all over the world. He wanted to grow plants 
to their genetic potential, and to specimen size in the field, so he purchased a second property in Reidy Canyon, 
Escondido, California. He invited his friend Harry Johnson, the father of cactus in California, to the site. Harry 
found that the topsoil was nine feet deep and told him, “Hans, you will grow many great cacti here!”

In 1973, an ex-navy flyer from Minnesota, John Pluth, became the manager at Western Cactus. As the years 
went on, the nursery became more diversified with dish gardens, specimen sizes, Jade, Aloe Vera, and varying 
sizes of cactus and succulents.

In the late ‘80s, Thomas began working at Western Cactus. The business was booming, and he sought to 
increase sales to the domestic market by forming relationships with brokers who sold to the mass market. In 
the late ‘90s, the number one seller, Echinocactus grusonii, the Golden Barrel, became “the good luck plant” in 
China. All the cactus nurseries planted Golden Barrel in the field and shipped valuable container loads to the 
mainland. In 2003, after ten years of searching, Thomas found a Chinese manufacturer who produced a line of 
glazed pots that fit our grow-pots like a glove. These “drop-ins” led to many mass-market orders.

The Britsch family purchased 35 more acres on West Lilac Road from the Carter family in 1996. The Carters 
owned Van Herrick’s, once the largest interior landscape firm in California. Hans 
turned the grounds into a much-lauded temple of horticulture. Ground beds of Golden 
Barrel and many other important botanicals studded the property. Those persons who 
have been allowed to visit this rich valley have seen with their own eyes the reason 
plants grow so well here.

I (Ed DeLollis, picture at right) joined Western Cactus in 2001 when 
4" plants were 75¢. I started working with succulents but eventually 
trained with John Pluth in multiple areas: cactus production, field 
grown plants, pesticide use and records, sales, delivery, etc.–a factotum. 
I became the manager when John retired in December.

Thomas decided to grow 4" plants in large numbers for the mass 
market. Orders also increased for bare root, field-grown plants. It was 
a little difficult convincing California customers to buy bare root. They 
were used to large potted plants, so in 2009, we decided to 
pot up more of our field-grown plants for those people who 
preferred it that way. Thousands of plants were grown this 

way, and it worked out great for nurseries, landscapers, and florists.
Gretl devised and ran the entire succulent propagation and growing system at 

Western Cactus. She is the mastermind behind the succulents and their acceptance 
in the marketplace due to her creativity and knowledge of succulents.

Our sales increased at a fast pace until our best year in 2007. The economy took a 
downturn and sales suffered. During this time, we made commitments to brokers to 
set aside large blocks of plants for the mass market. These pre-books meant that we had plants ready for the big 
orders. Then, in 2010, we stepped up the construction of high cube greenhouses which provided environmental 
controls that resulted in a 30% increase in growth rate. We came roaring out of the recession and through an 
increase in acreage and the number of greenhouses, business has grown every year since.

Western Cactus continues to thrive, thanks to the hard work and dedication of the 
Britsch family and  everyone around them who are devoted to this business. Hans has 
always been a true plantsman.  His love and passion for cactus and succulent plants 
remains one of the driving forces in the success of Western Cactus.  Gretl has been an 
integral part of the business, as well. Now, a second generation, under the guidance 
of Thomas Britsch, will ensure a valuable future for Western Cactus.—Ed DeLollis
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NOTE — Newsletter editor new email
Russel Ray (that’s me!) has a new email address 

which he would like you to use for all correspondence: 
arpotterySD@gmail.com. That includes sending 
anything related to the two C&S societies to which he 
belongs, San Diego & Palomar.

“Anything related” is defined as information, 
rosters, newsletters, pictures, articles, requests, etc. 
Anything and everything.

After 24 years with AOL (America Online aka 
AOHell), I’m finally going to leave them. I suspect it 
will take the rest of the year to move my many email 
addresses over, so I will be checking both emails.

DID YOU KNOW? — Russel Ray
Ombrohydrochory

The picture below is of a little itsy bitsy teeny tiny 
really really small seed pod—about ¼" in diameter—of 
Glottiphyllum linguiforme. To get this picture, I used a 
Canon 760D camera with a Tamron 90mm Macro lens 
while wandering around Rick & Kevin’s Coffee in the 
Garden on January 21, 2018.

Hydrochory is the dispersal of seeds, spores, or fruit 
via water. Ombrohydrochory is a special form of 
hydrochory where the seeds are propelled out of the 
seed pod when the seed pod gets wet, as when it rains. 
Ombrohydrochory occurs primarily in very wet habitats 
or in very dry habitats and deserts where rain is 
sporadic but usually heavy.

Glottiphyllum seeds shoot out of the seed pod like a 
jet leaving an aircraft carrier. There’s a cool video on 
YouTube showing the seeds shooting out after the seed 
pod was set in a shallow dish of water:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMB0J9Q7AP0

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE
It’s that time of year again when we need to start 

thinking about the new Board of Directors which will 
start running the San Diego Cactus & Succulent 
Society beginning January 1, 2019.

Please consider helping SDCSS continue being the 
largest and the best by contributing your skills.

We have lots of positions available where you can 
contribute, and perhaps even learn something new. 
The outgoing volunteers would be happy to help you 
get into the groove. Contact Russel Ray, Committee 
Chair, if you have an interest in contributing.

Also contact Russel if you are interested in serving 
on the Nominations Committee.

COFFEE IN THE GARDEN
Host: Beate Laura Menzel
Date: Saturday, May 19, 2018
Time: 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Location: 1185 Dawnridge Avenue, El Cajon 92021

Since May’s Coffee in the Garden will be hosted 
by Beate Laura Menzel we will subtitle it Coffee 
in Jürgen’s Garden. Although the main part of 
Jürgen’s collection has been sold, there are still 
some interesting plants left. Beate is offering 
plants, pots & more.... for free! A donation to the 
Anza-Borrego Foundation is welcome. A reminder 
email will be sent out on May 17.

NOTE — Newsletter new monthly deadline
Since our printer is not open on weekends, I lose 

at least one day with the current newsletter deadline 
of midnight on the 25th of each month.

It’s also possible that I will lose a day due to my 
own obligations, such as an extraordinary desire to 
visit the Huntington Gardens plant sale on April 29.

Consequently, I am going to revise the Newsletter 
deadline to

midnight on the 22nd of each month.
That should provide enough time to create this thing 

while still having a life at the end of each month.

NOTE — Longer email newsletter
This month’s Espinas y Flores has two versions, 

one for email recipients and one for print recipients.
The email version is three pages longer, and all 

three pages in the future will be dedicated solely to 
pictures. Since everyone loves pictures, I hope this 
will encourage print recipients to become email 
recipients.

NOTE — Everything online
A reminder that the newsletter and pictures are 

available online at sdcss.net. Kirsten, our webmaster, 
does a super job at getting everything online very 
quickly. So if you are wondering about background 
pictures, you can see them in all their non-opaque, 
super-sized glory at sdcss.net.

REMINDER
SDCSS General Meeting, Saturday, May 12

10:00 a.m. – Plant & Pottery Sale
11:00 a.m. – Pre-meeting workshop

12:30 a.m. – New member orientation
1:00 p.m. – General meeting starts
4:00 p.m. – General meeting ends



SAN DIEGO CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY’S SUMMER SHOW & SALE 
JUNE 1, 2 & 3, 2018 — SHOW RULES

The show is open to anyone who grows succulent plants. There is no limit to the number of entries per class or the 
number of classes entered, although no entry can be entered in more than one class. All property shall be marked with the 
owner’s name, not visible to the judges. The exhibitor must have grown the plant for at least six months.

All entries must have properly filled entry cards and must be entered in the appropriate Division and Class to be 
eligible for awards. Exhibitors are responsible for placing these items with their entries. For the best plant grown from 
seed, exhibitors must have raised the plant themselves. Plants may be species or hybrids. Hybrids may be exhibited in 
the class of either parent. Grafted plants will be accepted in any class, although awards for grafts will be selected from 
Division IV. Read the notes below the Plant Entry Classification Schedule.

Entries must be clean, healthy, pest-free, & dry. Remove Plant Name Tags in pots (except for collections & displays). 
Awards must remain with exhibits until the close of the show. Classes with few entries may be combined. Show committee 
reserves the right to reject plants or exhibits and to readjust entries for the good of the show. Show hours must be followed. 
The San Diego Cactus & Succulent Society will exercise due caution in safeguarding exhibits. However, SDCSS cannot 
assume responsibility for loss of property. Entries are judged against perfection. Judges’ decisions are final. In case of 
disputes and/or ties, the Show Chair(s) or if the Chair’s plants are involved, the Head Clerk shall make the final decision.

TROPHIES AND PLAQUES are perpetual, except the educational and novice awards. Winners will receive a hand-
crafted pot and a certificate suitable for framing. First, second and third place ribbons will be awarded in each class; 
however, should the judges feel that a first, second, or third place is not merited, no awards will be given. To receive the 
CSSA Award, two or more educational displays must be entered. Judges, Club President, and Show Chairman will each 
award two Rosettes to their favorite plants.

CACTUS
Best Cactus — Phillip Corliss Plaque
Best Novice Cactus — SDCSS Plaque
Best Intermediate Cactus — Jürgen Menzel Trophy
Best Epiphytic Cactus Plant — William & Ruth Nelson Trophy
Best Mammillaria — Elibet Marshall Trophy
Best Opuntieae — James & Shirley Berry Trophy
SUCCULENTS
Best Succulent — Ruby Falk Plaque
Best Novice Succulent — SDCSS Plaque
Best Intermediate Succulent — Rudy Lime Trophy
Best Agave — Doris Rake Plaque
Best Aloe — Barbara Jeppe Trophy
Best Bursera — Jeff Harris Trophy
Best Echeveria — Oliver & Sophie Loyland Trophy
Best Euphorbia — Russell & Lydia Evans Cup
Best Mesem — Samuel & Adela Markey Trophy
Best Pelargonium or Sarcocaulon — Wilna Johnson Trophy
Best Sansevieria — Richard G. Latimer, Sr. Trophy

CACTUS OR SUCCULENTS
Best Baja Plant — Richard G. Latimer, Jr. Memorial Trophy
Best Graft — Bob & Suzanne Taylor Trophy
Best Mexican Plant in Show — Dudley B. Gold Trophy
Best Plant Grown From Seed — Tegelberg Family Plaque
Rarest Plant in the Show — Terry & Collette Parr Trophy
Best San Diego County Succulent — Julianne Rice Trophy
Best Miniature — Monte & Mary Woodworth Plaque
Best Pachycaul or Caudiciform — H. Warren & Virginia Buckner Trophy
Best Succulent Bonsai — Rudy & Teresita Lime Trophy
People’s Choice Award — Rose D’Attilio Memorial Plaque
DISPLAYS, EXHIBITS AND HIGH POINTS
Best Educational Display — CSSA Award
Best Exhibit — Reuben Vaughan Plaque
Most Artistic Display — Walter & Hazel Scott Plaque
High Points 25 or fewer entries — SDCSS Plaque
High Points 50 or fewer entries — James & Shirley Berry Trophy
Sweepstakes Trophy — Ronald & Marcia Monroe Trophy
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UPCOMING CACTUS & SUCCULENT EVENTS
Ø	May 5 & 6 — Sunset Cactus & Succulent Society Show & Sale

Plant sale: Saturday, 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. & Sunday, 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Plant show: Saturday, 12:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m. & Sunday, 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Complex, Multi Purpose Room, 4117 Overland Ave, Culver City CA py310-822-1783

Ø	May 6 — South Bay Epiphyllum Society Show & Sale
9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.pySouth Coast Botanical Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd, Palos Verdes Peninsula CA
southcoastbotanicgarden.org, 310-833-6823

Ø	May 11 & 12 — Gates Cactus & Succulent Society 35th Show & Sale
9:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m. both dayspyRedlands Church of the Nazarene, 1307 E Citrus Ave, Redlands CApygatescss.com, 
909-910-9195

Ø	May 12 — San Diego Cactus & Succulent Society general meeting
Plant & Pottery Sale, 10:00 a.m.pyPre-meeting Workshop, 11:00 a.m.
New Member Orientation, 12:30 p.m.pyGeneral Meeting, 1:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.
Room 101, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park, San Diego CApysdcss.net

Ø	May 12 — Open Garden Day, West Floral Park & Jack Fisher Park, North Santa Ana CA
10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.py$15 presale, $20 day of eventpyopengardenday.com

Ø	May 19 — Conejo Cactus & Succulent Society Plant Sale
9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.pyElks Lodge, 158 N Conejo School Rd, Thousand Oaks CA pyconejocss@hotmail.com

Ø	May 19 — Palomar Cactus & Succulent Society General Meeting
11:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.pyPark Avenue Community Center, 210 E Park Ave, Escondido CA

Ø	May 19 & 20 — Long Beach Cactus Club Plant Show & Sale
10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. both dayspyRancho Los Alamitos, 6400 Bixby Hill Rd, Long Beach CA py562-631-5876

Ø	May 26 & 27 — Central Coast Cactus & Succulent Society Annual Show & Sale
10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. both dayspyLudwick Center, 864 Santa Rosa, San Luis Obispo CA
805-237-2054 or centralcoastcactus.org

Ø	June 2 & 3 — San Diego Cactus & Succulent Society Summer Show & Sale
10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. Saturdaypy10:00 a.m.–4:00 pm. Sunday
Room 101 & Courtyard, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park, San Diego CApysdcss.net

Ø	June 9 — San Diego Cactus & Succulent Society general meeting
Plant & Pottery Sale, 10:00 a.m.pyPre-meeting Workshop, 11:00 a.m.
New Member Orientation, 12:30 p.m.pyGeneral Meeting, 1:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.
Room 101, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park, San Diego CApysdcss.net

Ø	June 9 & 10 — Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society Drought Tolerant Plant Festival
Saturday, June 9, 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. & Sunday, June 10, 9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.
Sepulveda Garden Center, 6633 Magnolia Blvd, Encino CA pylacss-show.com/

Ø	June 29, 30 & July 1 — Cactus & Succulent Society of America, 53rd Annual Show & Sale
Sale: 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. all three dayspyShow: Saturday & Sunday, 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Enter Plants: Thursday, June 28, 1:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m & Friday, June 29, 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Auction: Items need to be registered by 3:00 p.m., Saturday, June 30
Huntington Library, Art Collections & Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Dr, San Marino CA py626-405-3504

Ø	July 14 — San Diego Cactus & Succulent Society general meeting
Plant & Pottery Sale, 10:00 a.m.pyPre-meeting Workshop, 11:00 a.m.
New Member Orientation, 12:30 p.m.pyGeneral Meeting, 1:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.
Room 101, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park, San Diego CApysdcss.net

Ø	July 19, 20 & 21 — Orange County Cactus & Succulent Society Summer Show & Sale
July 19, 6:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.pyJuly 20, 9:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m.pyJuly 21, 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Anaheim United Methodist Church, 1000 S State College Blvd, Anaheim CA py949-212-8417

Ø	August 11 — San Diego Cactus & Succulent Society general meeting
Plant & Pottery Sale, 10:00 a.m.pyPre-meeting Workshop, 11:00 a.m.
New Member Orientation, 12:30 p.m.pyGeneral Meeting, 1:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.
Room 101, Casa del Prado, Balboa Park, San Diego CApysdcss.net

Ø	August 11 & 12 — 33rd Annual Inter-City Cactus & Succulent Show & Sale
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. both dayspyLos Angeles County Arboretum, 301 N Baldwin, Arcadia
intercityshow.compy626-821-3222
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SAN DIEGO COUNTY FAIR — Russel Ray
The San Diego County Fair opens on June 1 and 

closes on July 4. Even though the Fair is closed on 
Mondays & Tuesdays in June, at 27 days it will be the 
longest run in its history. It’s the nation’s fifth largest 
fair by attendance; I think they are trying to get into 
the Top 5 with the longer run.

I always go simply to visit the amazing flower, 
containers, and landscape exhibits. This year, 
though, will be a little special because I am entering 

at least two entries into their Container garden 
category. The cost is only $10 per entry. Part of their 
judging actually includes artistry and creativity, right 
up my alley. We’ll see if the judges agree.

Entries close on May 4 and are only accepted online 
at https://sdfair.com/exhibits/garden-show/.

If anyone would like to carpool to the Fair to save gas 
and parking fees, I volunteer to drive. Pick a day and 
we’ll go. I can carry three comfortably. Trunk is empty, 
right now.



All pictures by Russel Ray, University of California at Santa Cruz Arboretum, January 17, 2018

A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS — Russel Ray
I thought Kelly Griffin’s presentation at April’s meeting (Want to See Copiapoa cacti? Travel to Chile and 

know where to look.) was one of the best presentations I have seen this century. I travel a lot, but only within a 
day’s drive since I don’t fly anymore in my old age. I don’t want to stand in airport lines for three hours and I 
don’t want to undress for strangers after I have left my home. I sure don’t want a stranger at the airport 
“touching my junk”! Not to mention that I’ve always loved driving to begin with.

A Picture Is Worth A Thousand Words will be a new feature in forthcoming newsletters focusing on what our 
members have seen during the course of their travels. It will be available only in the email version of Espinas y 
Flores, not the printed version.

I would like this page to be a collection of photographs from many members instead of focusing solely on one 
person. Otherwise we might have just a Kelly Griffin or a Russel Ray page! We all love pictures of the beauty 
found in cacti and succulents, and that’s what this page is all about.

Please submit your travel pictures (they should be your pictures, not someone else’s) to Russel Ray via email 
(arpotterySD@gmail.com) with accompanying information: (1) Your name, (2) Location where the picture was 
taken, (3) Date the picture was taken, and (4) Name of plant if applicable.

Pictures of wildlife will be acceptable if the wildlife is an integral part of the picture, and the picture must be 
cacti & succulents (such as bees and butterflies on flowers; hummingbirds seeking nectar, and such). Please, no 
pets, even if they are with your plants. Well, maybe a picture of your pet eating one of your plants would be 
okay! I will make the final decision as to whether or not the picture is acceptable for this page. I also reserve the 
right to crop or otherwise modify pictures (exposure, brightness, etc.) to make them look their best and to make  
everything fit this page.

No explanatory text is necessary; if you want to explain stuff, perhaps you should write an article! If anyone 
wants to know anything else about the picture, they can contact you directly, which is why we need your name!

You may submit as many pictures as you would like. However, only one picture per person will be used each 
month. So if you send a lot of pictures, you don’t have to worry about submitting something each month, and a 
picture of yours probably will always be in the newsletter.... unless I really get a lot of people submitting 
pictures.... which would be really neat.... I would love to have that problem.

Please send your highest resolution picture and in a size of at least 1200 pixels on the longest side. That’s not 
critical, though, since I’m an expert using both Photoshop and InDesign. It just helps me a little since I’m 
serving in so many positions in SDCSS.

I will start off this month simply because it’s new and I don’t have any photographs from anyone else, and to 
show you what kind of pictures I’m looking for.

Banksia victoriae 
Wooly Orange Banksia

Banksia marginata ‘Mini Marg’ 
Dwarf Silver BanksiaUnlabeled, unidentified plant
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WHERE IS THAT? — Russel Ray
Whenever I drive somewhere, I check Google Maps to see what the drive 

time is. Then I add 30 minutes because I invariably stop to take pictures. I 
double the drive time coming home because, well, picture stops.

Where Is That? is a new feature of Espinas y Flores that will be available 
only in the email version. What I’m looking for are pictures of interesting 
places featuring cacti & succulents that are not as well known as the gardens 
at Balboa Park or Safari Park, that are accessible to the general public, and 
are not completely off the beaten path—along highways, major thoroughfares, 
and major streets.

I will focus on only one location each month, but you may submit multiple 
pictures of that location. If you send interior pictures, they should be from 
somewhere that has high foot traffic.

Please send your highest resolution pictures and in a size of at least 1200 
pixels on the longest side, which should be easy for DSLR, P&S, and smart 
phone cameras. Less than 600 pixels on the longest side means I probably 
won’t be able to use them. Include your name and the address where the 
picture was taken; name of building, if applicable, also would be nice.

I probably will make this into a guessing game each month and award some 
sort of prize to the winner. Until then....

I will start off this month to show what I’m looking for.
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PAGES OF HISTORY — Russel Ray
If you’re getting the impression that I like to write, well, I do. Early in my life people called me the guy who 

doesn’t know what he wants to do. Heck, I still don’t. But I love doing newsletters since they satisfy my love of 
photography, reading, writing, research, history, computers, and software (especially Adobe programs—InDesign 
& Photoshop are used to create Espinas y Flores). I published my first newsletter for the customers of my first 
business, Russel Ray Typing, when I was 11, 52 years ago. I’ve been doing Newsletters ever since, mostly for 
charities and non-profits because they allow me the greatest flexibility.

I have recently taken on 
the  role of Historian and 
now have all the historical 
files for SDCSS, including 
a digital library of the 
SDCSS newsletter all the 
way back to the beginning, 
August 1965, pre-dating 
my newsletter experience 
by a mere 11 months.

Pages of History will 
explore SDCSS history. 
Have something to share 
about the history of SDCSS? 
Please do! Send your history 
thoughts to Russel Ray, 
Espinas y Flores editor, at 
arpotterySD@gmail.com.

For example, Kelly 
Griffin announced at the 
SDCSS General Meeting 
on Saturday, April 14, that 
there were five SDCSS 
presidents in attendance. 
I believe they were Chris 
Miller, Kelly Griffin, Mark 
Fryer, Pam Badger, and 
Tom De Merritt. Someone 
correct me if Tom wasn’t 
there and someone else was. 
How fun it would be to sit 
down with them and get 
their views on SDCSS 
through the years. 

Pages of History this 
month presents Vol 1, No. 1, 
P. 1 of Cactos y Suculentos 
at right. Ah, how I 
remember doing newsletters 
on manual typewriters 
using monospaced fonts 
with no variety. Then the 
IBM Selectric came along 
with its “balls”—properly, 
“typing elements”, but I 
was young—Courier, 
Prestige, Prestige Elite, 
Script, and many others. 
Each time a new ball was 
released, it joined my collection, a collection that was abandoned with my three typewriters and 17 business 
computers in College Station TX when I escaped Texas and arrived in San Diego in April 1993.

The blurb at the bottom of the left column says,
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Ward have taken on the liberty of initiating a publication for the 
Society in the hope that the Society will consider it valuable enough to continue.

I would like to thank Mr. and Mrs. Jack Ward for starting this thing, thereby giving me something to do in 
my retirement years! 11



PICTURE OF THE MONTH — WOW!, Russel Ray
Yep. Another new feature for our 

newsletter.
I’m looking for pictures that make 

me go “WOW!” That’s it. Simple.
If you think you can make me go 

“WOW!”, then you should submit 
your picture for inclusion here. 
With 597 members on our April 
roster, and probably all 597 having 
a smart phone with a camera, there 
should be plenty of submissions. 
If not, well, I’m a professional 
photographer (Photographic Art 
by Russel Ray Photos).... in addition 
to being recently retired as a home 
inspector.... in addition to having 
just founded another company, 
A+R POTTERY.... So if YOU don’t 
submit your WOW! pictures, I’ll just 
have to use my own! Don’t make me 
do that!

As illustrations, I include two of 
my WOW! pictures here.

The first is one of my most 
popular sellers at Fine Art America, 
Photographic Art of a Stapelia 
gigantea flower from my gardens at 
my Mount Helix home in 2000.

The second is a macro picture 
taken in my garden on my birthday 
in March 2018 after a light, misting 
rain the night before. I love macro 
pictures of raindrops on plants, so 
when the sun came up on March 11, 
I spent several hours in my gardens 
taking macro pictures of raindrops 
on plants, cactus & succulents 
mostly. You’ll have to make your 
own decision as to whether or not 
it’s a NSFW picture.

Please submit your WOW! 
pictures to Russel Ray via email 
(arpotterySD@gmail.com).

LASTLY — Mark Fryer heading the April pre-meeting workshop about plants having sex.
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