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Epiphyllum night bloom 

Photo by Der-shing Helmer 
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M ay is upon us—wow! It’s truly one of my favorite times of the year, as 

May and June bring out the best in Dudleyas, showcasing their 

unique beauty and charm. It’s also the perfect season for a road trip to see 

these plants in full glory, so if you’re thinking of going, now’s the time to 

plan.   

 

Our April meeting was a special highlight featuring plant explorer, 

discoverer, and author Tom McCoy. Tom shared captivating stories from 

his field expeditions in the Middle East and beyond, including details about 

some exciting plant discoveries he’s been part of. We were honored to 

name him a Fellow of our society—a distinction reserved for those who 

have made remarkable contributions to the world of succulents beyond just 

our club. With six honorees now, it’s a very exclusive recognition. Since this 

decision was made back in November, it was quite an effort to keep the 

surprise under wraps until the presentation!   

 

Tom also brought copies of his remarkable book, which was available for 

purchase and signing at the event. If you haven’t gotten your copy yet, I 

highly recommend it—it’s likely one of the finest plant books you’ll ever 

own. Though it’s a bit of an investment, the quality and depth make it 

worthwhile. If you missed the meeting, you can contact Tom directly at:  

thealoesofarabiabook@gmail.com to order one.   

P R E S I D E N T ’S  M E S S A G E  

mailto:thealoesofarabiabook@gmail.com?subject=Ordering%20the%20Aloes%20of%20Arabia%20book
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Kelly Griffin 
April 17, 2026 

 

Our Plant of the Month presentation was skillfully delivered by our very 

own Vice President, Der-shing Helmer. They spoke about one of their 

personal favorites, Dorstenia lavrani, weaving in fascinating background 

about the legendary plant explorer John Lavranos. It was a thoroughly 

engaging and well-structured talk that we hope to see more of soon!   

 

Looking ahead, our shared meeting on May 9th will feature both Jerry 

Moreau and myself, focusing on epiphytic Rhipsalis and Lepismium. For this 

joint meeting with the Epiphyllum Society we’ll have a somewhat 

streamlined program, but  we will have a brag table, so its a good test run 

for displaying your standout plants in preparation for the June Summer 

Show. Now’s the perfect time to prepare those special plants for the show, 

potting them soon so they can settle in and root well before the big show. 

We do ask that you help us vacate the room as quickly as possible after this 

meeting to allow the Epiphyllum group to set up of their big show.     

 

Speaking of the Summer Show & Sale, we really count on your support to 

make the event spectacular. Thanks to all of you—our dedicated club 

members—it’s always an incredible event. Please consider signing up as a 

volunteer and spending the weekend with us; it promises to be an 

unforgettable experience.  

 

Looking forward to seeing you soon, 

P R E S I D E N T ’S  M E S S A G E  
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Ideally, in a perfect world, the city hears our pleas and does away with this nuisance 

that they have imposed upon us. Meanwhile, we still continue our struggle with the 

parking situation, Sandy Wetzel-Smith suggested we update you on what the status 

is currently and how to better navigate the parking.  

Below is what the City has on-line...with clear emphasis on City resident application process.  

 

A city resident can purchase an annual pass for $150 which for some might be easier than ordering/

paying for a parking place every single time.  

 

It's clear on-line that it is twice as expensive for a parking fee... $8 for City resident or $16 for non-

resident versus $150 for resident and $300 for non-resident for annual pass. Regardless, both San 

Diego city residents and non-residents must register their account with a specific car license plate. 

So anyone (City or non-resident) who has two cars has to have each car registered if they plan to 

drive either or both to Balboa Park. This is an additional disadvantage. There are free areas 

available ( both by area and by length of time) for both residents and non-residents but they are a 

distance from Casa del Prado center so will require either long walk or figuring out shuttle 

transportation schedule. 

 

To register for a Balboa Park parking pass, you must use the San Diego Permit Portal. As of March 

2026, the city has implemented a tiered parking system where verified San Diego residents can 

access most lots for free or at a discount, while non-residents must pay or use specific free-time 

options.  

(cont’d next page) 

P A R K I N G  U P D A T E  

https://www.google.com/viewer/place?mid=/m/033zn0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjS7ciCzqyTAxWjJEQIHRnWC58QqdYPegQIAhAC
https://sandiego.thepermitportal.com/
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REGISTRATION PROCESS FOR RESIDENTS 

Verified residents can receive free all-day parking in seven of the park's 12 lots (Level 2 and 3) and 

discounted rates in the five "premium" (Level 1) lots. 

1. Visit the Portal: Go to sandiego.thepermitportal.com to create an account. 

2. Pay Processing Fee: All applicants must pay a one-time $5 fee charged by the system vendor. 

3. Upload Documents: You are required to upload one form of residency verification, such as a 

driver's license, utility bill, rental agreement, or property tax bill. 

4. Enter Vehicle Info: Provide your vehicle's license plate number. Each vehicle in a household 

requires its own separate registration. 

5. Select Pass: Once logged in, navigate to "Permits" and select the "Balboa Park - resident" 

option. Residents should select the Level 2 and Level 3 free parking pass. 

6. Wait for Approval: Verification typically takes up to two business days. Once approved, your 

virtual permit is valid for three years. 

 

OPTIONS FOR NON-RESIDENTS 

Visitors living outside San Diego city limits can still use the portal to purchase long-term passes or 

pay daily. 

• 3 Hours Free: Anyone can park for free for the first three hours at the Lower Inspiration Point 

lot by entering their license plate at a physical kiosk in the lot. 

• Virtual Passes: Monthly ($40), quarterly ($120), or annual ($300) passes are available for 

purchase through the Permit Portal. 

 

IMPORTANT DETAILS 

• No Physical Stickers: All permits are virtual and linked directly to your license plate; 

enforcement officers scan plates to verify eligibility. 

• Enforcement Hours: Paid parking is enforced daily from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.. 

• ADA Parking: Vehicles with a valid ADA placard or license plate can park for free all day in any 

lot or at any street meter within the park. 

• Assistance: If you need help with the online registration, you can visit select San Diego branch 

libraries or call the Digital Navigator Program at 1-800-350-6945. 

 

The guides detail how San Diego residents can register for free parking passes at Balboa Park by 

using the online permit portal: Parking Information for Balboa Park - City of San Diego. 

 

ADDITIONALLY 

Non-residents do not need to register their car with the City to get free parking in Balboa Park, 

but their free parking options are very limited. As of March 2, 2026, the free parking rules for non-

residents are as follows: 

• Free 3-Hour Parking: Non-residents can park for free for up to three hours at the Lower 

Inspiration Point lot on Presidents Way.                

  (cont’d next page) 

P A R K I N G  U P D A T E  

https://sandiego.thepermitportal.com/
https://www.sandiego.gov/parking/balboapark
https://www.sandiego.gov/digital-navigator-program
https://www.sandiego.gov/digital-navigator-program
https://sandiego.thepermitportal.com/
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• How to get it: You must enter your license plate number at the parking kiosk in that lot to 

activate the free time. 

• Limitation: This only applies to the designated Lower Inspiration Point lot, not all lots in the 

park. (Only at Lower inspiration lot the farthest south). This lot will likely fill up early at peak 

times so be aware of that. 

• Alternatives: A free shuttle connects this lot to the central areas of the park. 

• Other options: If you park in other lots or stay longer than three hours at Lower Inspiration 

Point, you will have to pay the daily rate of $10 

 

KEY DIFFERENCES 

• City Residents: Must register their vehicle, pay a one-time $5 fee, and verify residency to get 

free, all-day parking in 70% of the park's lots. 

• Non-Residents/County Residents: Must pay for parking, except for the free 3-hour limit at 

Lower Inspiration Point. 

 

Non-residents that come to our meetings for more than 3 hours need to plan on paying $10 or $16 

dollars for parking fee in lots or metered spaces running $2.50 per hour. 

 

Other options for you include purchasing a Zoo Pass which will allow you to park at the Zoo. 

Unfortunately many people are now aware of this, and it has created a real traffic problem along 

Park Blvd. Everyone entering the Zoo has to be checked, which slows traffic so badly as to back up 

and block intersections. Hopefully, this will be resolved at some point. I will suggest that it is very 

backwards thinking on the city’s part to reduce Park Blvd to one lane in each direction and then 

create the greater snarl by charging for parking in Balboa Park. Which in turn just forced the Zoo to 

follow suit. Create a problem and then exacerbate it! 

 

For those with ADA permits, parking is free in all lots as well as metered spaces. 

 

I hope you find this helpful. I want thank Sandy for gathering the info and seeking 

and exploring the alternatives. 

 
SANDY WETZEL-SMITH & KELLY GRIFFIN  

P A R K I N G  U P D A T E  
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ABOUT OUR SPEAKER TOPIC  

This presentation will be a fun and 

fascinating program of epiphytic cacti, 

featuring mostly Rhipsalis and include some 

other attractive species such as Hatiora ,  

Lepismium ,  and Pfeiffera .  I hope you are ready 

some fun and interesting plants to consider 

in your gardens.  

 

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER  

Jerry Moreau has been growing epiphytic 

cacti since the late 1980s, beginning with the 

cultivar ‘Climax’ on the East Coast and 

deepening his passion after moving to San 

Diego, where he became involved with the 

San Diego Epiphyllum Society (SDES) in 

2001.  

An enthusiastic grower of both hybrids and 

species, his garden also includes a diverse 

mix of cacti, succulents, and fruit trees for 

year-round beauty. Jerry has served SDES in 

numerous leadership roles, including 

President (2011 & 2012), and currently 

contributes his time as a CSSA Affiliate 

Representative, as 2nd Vice President 

overseeing the annual show and Pre -meeting 

Workshop Coordinator, as well as a regular 

writer for the Epi News newsletter. He is a 

respected flower show judge, engaging 

speaker, and has also served on research and 

registration committees and as a board 

director for the Epiphyllum Society of 

America. Through decades of dedication, 

Jerry has cultivated not only beautiful plants 

but a strong sense of community and lasting 

friendships.  

 

 

We’ll also enjoy a talk from Kelly Griffin  

on Lepismium… you won’t want to miss it!   

SEE YOU ON MAY 9TH,  2026!  

 

MAY 9
TH

 SPEAKERS 

JERRY MOREAU 

“RHIPSALIS AND OTHER 

EPIPHYTIC CACTI SPECIES” 

M A R C H  S P E A K E R  

Rhipsalis baccifera                iNaturalist CC-0, user leaf0605 

https://www.sdcss.net/meetings
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M A Y  C O F F E E S  I N  T H E  G A R D E N S :  G A R D E N  T R I O !  

 
GIORGIA,  VICKI  & ROC CO’S COFFEES IN THE GARDENS  

Who: Georgia, Vicki & Rocco!  Date: Saturday, May 2nd      Time: 10am-3pm 

 

You are invited to tour 3 gardens on the same day: Georgia Kenney, Vicki Hoffman and Rocco 

Piersanti. Georgia and Vicki live just a block apart in the Rolando College area, (park once-see 

both) and Rocco is a quick 10-15 drive from Rolando into the south-west Serra Mesa area.   

All three homes have fully developed front yards and multiple nooks and crannies in their 

backyards filled with potted and in-ground succulents and cacti. Come wander through Georgia's 

garden paths and maybe you will be lucky to spot her two tortoises. Vicki's backyard is designed 

for sustainability with chickens, rain barrels, and raised vegetable beds. Rocco has a resort-like 

backyard complete with a pool, but don't overlook the Yucca rostrata, large Kalanchoe "blue 

stick”, and multiple Aloe species. 

Vicki and Rocco will have plants and items for sale , proceeds to benefit the club. Cash only. 

 

Georgia Kenney 

6151 Madeline Street 

San Diego, 92115  

 

Vicki Hoffman 

6284 Estelle Street 

San Diego, 92115 

 

Parking: Georgia & Vicki 

recommend that you find 

parking on Estelle Street 

and walk to both 

 

Rocco Piersanti: 

2295 Salisbury Drive 

San Diego 92123  

 

Parking: street parking 

available 
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MAY   COF FEE IN T HE GARD E N II :  CAR OL  K ENT  

 
CAROL KENT’S  COFFEE  IN THE GARDEN  

Who: Carol Kent          Date: Saturday, May 16th          Time: 9am - 2pm 

Where: 4336 Gila Ave, San Diego, Ca 92117          Phone:  858-257-8708 

 

Carol and Patrick have changed this 1/2 acre property from an empty field into a themed 

succulent garden.  The front yard is a dry stream bed surrounded by homegrown plants.  The 

backyard has 2 themes; since Carol was a Captain on a scuba diving boat in the 70s-80’s, she 

created an undersea vision including 3 hanging succulent jellyfish and handmade ceramic 

Garibaldi.  The other side is a more lush area with a small waterfall and streambed under a 

sprawling African sumac tree for shade. Most of the garden was acquired for free by hauling rock, 

boulders and plants from Craigslist, along with items from friends and neighbors.  
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MAY   COF FEE IN T HE GARD E N III :  W A ND A  &  G A RY  

 
WANDA & GARY’S  COFFEE IN THE GA RDEN  

Who: Wanda Mallen & Gary Vince          Date: Saturday, May 23th          Time: 9am - 2pm 

Where: 3856 Cedar Vale Way, Fallbrook, CA 

 

Welcome to Gary and Wanda’s botanical adventure! We have been here 27 years and started the 

garden from scratch. Now we have a wide variety of plants, from cactus and succulents to 

Australian and South African natives and bromeliads, lots of trees and much more. There is a 

greenhouse with tropical exotics, rooms with African natives and tropical palms, a woodland 

garden, a conifer garden and places to sit and take it all in.  

As in previous years, we will have Carlos from Rojas Succulents selling his wonderful succulents, 

both plants for beginners and the more advanced collector.  

There is plenty of street parking and the garden is level and easily walkable so the physically 

challenged will be fine. Hope to see you then! 
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T :  S U M M E R  S H O W  A N D  S A L E  

 

LOOKING TO VOLUNTEER? WE’D LOVE TO HAVE YOU! 

What could be more fun than sharing the joy of succulents with the public and hanging out with 

your fellow club members? Plus, volunteers who sign up for 2 hours receive thank-you club bucks 

(great for purchasing even more plants!) Be a part of our 2026 Summer Show and Sale and sign up 

for your favorite role from our online volunteer sheet. 

https://volunteersignup.org/XLXPH
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T :  S U M M E R  S H O W  A N D  S A L E  

Don’t miss our Summer 

Sale running alongside 

the show! We’ve lined 

up a group of 

exceptional, high-

quality vendors 

offering rare and 

beautiful plants and 

unique pottery. It’s 

your chance to shop 

from some of the best 

in the hobby! 

RITA LUNCEFORD  

JUDGING SCALE - SPECIMENS, COLLECTIONS AND DISPLAYS 

Condition: 70%  Staging: 15%  Size & Maturity: 10%  Nomenclature: 5% 
 

EDUCATIONAL DISPLAY 

Two or more entries must be exhibited for CSSA award.  Educational Value: 80% Staging & Originality: 20%. 
 

AWARDS POINT SYSTEM 

Divisions I, II and IV: 1st = 3 pts, 2nd = 2 pts, 3rd = 1 pts Division III: 1st = 7 pts, 2nd = 5 pts, 3rd = 3 pts                                

Division V: 1st = 12 pts, 2nd = 10 pts, 3rd = 8 pts  Division VI: no points but entries are eligible for plaques, 

trophies and rosettes Plaques and Trophies:  10 pts Rosettes:  5 pts 

ENTRY NOTES:  PLEASE USE THE MOST CURRENT CLASSIFICATION SCHEDULE. Classes 1-116 

(except for 44,105 and 108-111) are divided into two pot sizes:  A and B  (A: Width plus Length = 10 inches 

and under; B: W+L over 10).  Note that one plant per container is allowed in these classes. 

PLEASE FILL OUT BOTH  TOP AND  BOTTOM 

SECTIONS OF YOUR TAGS COMPLETELY. 

TAGS/ ENTRIES MISSING INFORMATION MAY 

BE  DISQUALIFIED.  THANK YOU! 
 

     GREEN cards for exhibitors that have won 10 or 

fewer blue ribbons in a recognized C&S show. 

     YELLOW cards are for participants that have 

won more than 10 blue ribbons . 

     BLUE cards are for vendors and those that wish 

to compete against them.   

Awards will be selected from any category. 
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T :  S U M M E R  S H O W  A N D  S A L E  

 
 The SDCSS Summer Show is open to anyone who grows succulent plants. There is no limit to the 

number of entries per class or the number of classes entered, though no entry can be entered in more 

than one class.  All property shall be marked with the owner’s name, not visible to the judges.  The 

exhibitor must have grown the plant for at least six months.   

 All entries must have properly filled entry cards and must be entered in the appropriate Division 

and Class (see pgs 16 & 17) to be eligible for awards. Exhibitors are responsible for placing these items 

with their entries. For the Best Plant Grown From Seed award, the exhibitors must have raised the plant 

themselves. Plants may be species or hybrids. Hybrids may be exhibited in the class of either parent. 

Grafted plants will be accepted in any class, though awards for grafts will be selected from Division IV.  

 

 Entries must be clean, healthy, pest-free, and dry.  Remove any plant nametags from pots (except 

for collections and displays).  Awards must remain with exhibits until the close of the show.  Classes 

with few entries may be combined.  The show committee reserves the right to reject plants or exhibits 

and to readjust entries for the good of the show.  Show hours must be followed.  The San Diego Cactus 

and Succulent Society will exercise due caution in safeguarding exhibits. However, SDCSS cannot 

assume responsibility for loss of property.  Entries are judged against perfection.  The judges’ decisions 

are final.  In the case of disputes and/or ties, the Show Chair (or if the Chair's plants are involved, the 

Head Clerk) shall make the final decision.  

 Trophies and plaques are perpetual, except the educational and novice awards.  Winners will 

receive a hand-crafted pot and a certificate suitable for framing. 1st, 2nd and 3rd place ribbons will be 

awarded in each class; however, should the judges feel that a 1st, 2nd, or 3rd place is not merited, no 

awards will be given.  To receive the CSSA Award, two or more educational displays must be entered. 

Judges, Club President, and Show Chairman will each award two rosettes to their favorite plants. 

  
CACTUS OR SUCCULENTS 

 
Best Baja Plant         Richard G. Latimer, Jr.  
          Memorial Trophy 
Best Graft        Bob & Suzanne Taylor Trophy 
 

Best Mexican Plant in Show       Dudley B. Gold Trophy 
 

Best Plant Grown From Seed       Tegelberg Family Plaque 
 

Rarest Plant in the Show     Terry & Collette Parr Trophy 
 

Best San Diego County Succulent      Julianne Rice Trophy 
 

Best Miniature         Monte & Mary Woodworth  
       Plaque 
Best Pachycaul or Caudiciform  H. Warren & Virginia  
          Buckner Trophy 
Best Succulent Bonsai  Rudy & Teresita Lime Trophy 
 

People’s Choice Award          Rose D’Attilio Memorial Plaque 
  

 
 

DISPLAYS, EXHIBITS AND HIGH POINTS 
  

Best Educational Display        CSSA Award 
 

Best Exhibit         Reuben Vaughan Plaque 
 

Most Artistic Display        Walter & Hazel Scott Plaque 
 

High Points 25 or fewer entries SDCSS Plaque 
 

High Points 50 or fewer entries       James & Shirley Berry Trophy 
 

Sweepstakes Trophy        Ronald & Marcia Monroe Trophy 
 

CACTUS 
Best Cactus        Phillip Corliss Plaque 

Best Novice Cactus        SDCSS Plaque 

Best Intermediate Cactus      Jürgen Menzel Trophy 

Best Epiphytic Cactus Plant       William & Ruth Nelson Trophy 

Best Mammillaria        Elibet Marshall Trophy 

Best Opuntieae        James & Shirley Berry Trophy 
  

 
SUCCULENTS 

Best Succulent        Ruby Falk Plaque 

Best Novice Succulent       SDCSS Plaque 

Best Intermediate Succulent      Rudy Lime Trophy 

Best Agave        Doris Rake Plaque 

Best Aloe         Barbara Jeppe Trophy 

Best Bursera       Jeff Harris Trophy 

Best Echeveria        Oliver & Sophie Loyland Trophy 

Best Euphorbia        Russell & Lydia Evans Cup 

Best Mesemb        Samuel & Adela Markey Trophy 

Best Pelargonium or Sarcocaulon 

    Wilna Johnson Trophy 

Best Sansevieria        Richard G. Latimer, Sr. Trophy 
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S U M M E R  S H O W  A N D  S A L E  D I V I S I O N S  &  C L A S S E S  
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S U M M E R  S H O W  A N D  S A L E  A L P H A  L I S T :  C A C T I  

https://inaturalist-open-

data.s3.amazonaws.com/

photos/639951054/original.jpg 

An impressive Dudleya brevifolia in flower, found at Carmel Mountain.    Olga Batalov 
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S U M M E R  S H O W  A N D  S A L E  A L P H A  L I S T :  S U C C U L E N T S  
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M E M B E R  S E C T I O N  

 

The SDCSS monthly newsletter welcomes 

all contributions from its members! 

If you have a personal contribution related to cacti and 

succulents that you’d like to share with the club, please 

let us know, and you could see your work in a future 

issue. 

We’d love to hear from you! 

 

Contact the editor: eyf.editor@gmail.com 

 
Do you come to meetings early and enjoy talking to new SDCSS members?  We are seeking a 

volunteer to help hand out new member ID cards at the meetings. If interested in learning more, 

please reach out to us at membership@sdcss.net 

Echinocereus engelmannii and Dudleya saxosa subsp. aloides at Joshua Tree NP.   Der-shing Helmer 

https://www.instagram.com/sdcactusandsucculentsociety
http://www.facebook.com/sdcss
https://www.sdcss.net/
mailto:eyf.editor@gmail.com
mailto:membership@sdcss.net
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M A R C H  B R A G  T A B L E   

SDCSS members shared a stunning table of plants at the April Meeting’s Brag Table! 

Thank you for bringing in your plants to ring in the new year, and thanks to Tom McCoy & 
Kelly Griffin for reviewing this table from our members. The next brag table will be present 

at our joint meeting with the Epiphyllum club... Bring in your best epi for the occasion! 

BEAUCARNEA GRACILIS 

POTTED UP BY THE PRE-

MEETING WORKSHOP GROUP 
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B R A G  T A B L E  / /  N O V I C E  S U C C U L E N T  

1ST: ALOE STRIATA  EMILY SHUFFIELD 
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B R A G  T A B L E  / /  N O V I C E  S U C C U L E N T  

2ND: KALANCHOE TOMENTOSA TERRY CAPOOT 

LEWISIA SP. LIEN LIEU 

3RD: GASTERA SP.              LIEN LIEU 

EUPHORBIA SP. ROCCO PIERSANTI 
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B R A G  T A B L E  / /  I N T E R M E D I A T E  S U C C U L E N T  

1ST: EUPHORBIA FRANKII  JARED PETKER 
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B R A G  T A B L E  / /  I N T E R M E D I A T E  S U C C U L E N T  

2ND: SANSEVIERIA ‘ED EBY’                      CHUCK RAMEY 

3RD: EUPHORBIA ACTINOCLADA (LAV 12224)   

                     JARED PETKER 

3RD: ALOE ‘MARSHA LAYHEW’                  CHUCK RAMEY 
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B R A G  T A B L E  / /  I N T E R M E D I A T E  S U C C U L E N T  

HAWORTHIA SP. VARIEGATED 

DUDLEYA PACHYPHYTUM                   NAOMI OROSZ GASTERIA SP.                 VICKI HOFFMAN 
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B R A G  T A B L E  / /  A D V A N C E D  S U C C U L E N T  

1ST: “ALOES OF NORTH AMERICA”  KELLY GRIFFIN 
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B R A G  T A B L E  / /  A D V A N C E D  S U C C U L E N T  

2ND: DORSTENIA FOETIDA BRIAN SHEPHERD 
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B R A G  T A B L E  / /  N O V I C E  C A C T U S  

1ST: ECHINOCEREUS ENNEACANTHUS  ROCCO PIERSANTI 

2ND: PARODIA SP. LIEN LIEU 
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B R A G  T A B L E  / /  I N T E R M E D I A T E  C A C T U S  

1ST: ECHINOCEREUS DASYACANTHUS  CHUCK RAMEY 
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B R A G  T A B L E  / /  I N T E R M E D I A T E  C A C T U S  

2ND: OREOCEREUS CELSIANUS VICKI HOFFMAN 

3RD: MAMMILLARIA KARWINSKIANA ‘ROYAL CROSS’   CHUCK RAMEY 
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B R A G  T A B L E  / /  A D V A N C E D  C A C T U S  

1ST: ESCOBARIA HENRICKSONII  BRIAN SHEPHERD 


