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TA B L E  O F  CO N T E N T S  

S D C S S  S C H E D U L E  

Our next event:                                                                                                     

SDCSS Summer Show & Sale: June 3rd & 4th 

Next upcoming event: 

July meeting: July 8th 

ON THE COVER 

Medusa’s eye (Euphorbia sp.) 

Photo by Jared Petker 
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P R E S I D E N T ’S  M E S S A G E    

G reetings! It’s that time again—our June Show and Sale event is happening 

this week! Get those plants ready to show off all their beauty, charm, 

weirdness, and glory. Remember our old friend Elibet Marshall, who, every year 

would inspire us to “listen to the plants; they want to come show off.”  

 

If you haven’t already signed up to volunteer, please email Chris Miller at 

c.miller@cox.net to sign up. There are plenty of opportunities available! As usual, 

we will be providing food for all vendors and volunteers. There will be coffee, tea, 

and breakfast food in the morning, and lunch starting at 11:30. Lunch tickets will be 

included with your badge indicating your time to head for the kitchen. We will have 

an area outside to eat; just grab your chili, sandwich, and goodies, and enjoy a 

break. In February we had such a great group of volunteers; many new and long- 

time members showed up to help out and brought plants for the show. This made for our best Winter show ever, 

and we’re looking forward to what we can do to make the Summer Show just as awesome! Thanks for being there 

and being a part of this wonderful experience. 

 

The May meeting was a fun experiment as we joined forces with the Epiphyllum Society in a celebration of two 

beautiful and interesting groups of cacti. Thanks to Jerry Moreau and Beth Jackson for their beautiful and 

enlightening presentations. I hope many of you were able to add to your collection at their sale and see the show on 

Mother’s Day. As the Epi Society’s show and sale always happen the weekend of our meeting, this was a plan we 

came up with to benefit both clubs. Let us know what you think about us teaming up in the future! 

 

I hope all of you who made it to the “Open Garden” at the Safari Park enjoyed the day as much as I did. We had 

perfect weather, and it was fun to see so many out enjoying the Gardens. Big thanks to Don Jones, the new leader 

of the Volunteer Committee at the gardens, for arranging the passes and transportation. Thanks also to May Fong-

Ho and all the other volunteers who showed us around. I have been visiting these gardens for 30 years, and was 

very impressed by all the work that SDCSS has put in over the 

past years to create these world class gardens! 

 

Pam Badger 
May 25, 2023 

 

Newish members Ralph and Becca at Safari Park Gardens Sam and Lynn enjoying the Old World Garden 

mailto:c.miller@cox.net
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2023 SUMMER SHOW AND SALE 
THE SAN DIEGO CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY PRESENTS 

Sat June 3 & Sun June 4, 2023 

at the Casa del Prado in Balboa Park  

The show is open to anyone who grows succulent plants, and there is no limit             

to the number of entries per class or the number of classes entered.  

   Detailed show information and membership info available at upcoming 
meetings, in our newsletters, and on our website www.SDCSS.net 

IT’S GOING TO BE BIG. 

See incredible out-of-this-world succulent and cacti from around the world 

and shop for unique plants from dozens of plant vendors and local artisans. 

Free admission, with early-bird access on Saturday for members! 

TIMES & DATES 

    SATURDAY  9am—11am members only sale (membership card required)                               

   11am—5pm sale open to the public                                              

   10am —3pm show times 

    SUNDAY   10am—4pm sale open to public                                                                       

   10am—4pm show times 
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  CACTUS OR SUCCULENTS 
 

Best Baja Plant         Richard G. Latimer, Jr.  
          Memorial Trophy 
Best Graft        Bob & Suzanne Taylor Trophy 
 

Best Mexican Plant in Show       Dudley B. Gold Trophy 
 

Best Plant Grown From Seed       Tegelberg Family Plaque 
 

Rarest Plant in the Show     Terry & Collette Parr Trophy 
 

Best San Diego County Succulent      Julianne Rice Trophy 
 

Best Miniature         Monte & Mary Woodworth  
       Plaque 
Best Pachycaul or Caudiciform  H. Warren & Virginia  
          Buckner Trophy 
Best Succulent Bonsai  Rudy & Teresita Lime Trophy 
 

People’s Choice Award          Rose D’Attilio Memorial Plaque 
  

 

DISPLAYS, EXHIBITS AND HIGH POINTS 
  

Best Educational Display        CSSA Award 
 

Best Exhibit         Reuben Vaughan Plaque 
 

Most Artistic Display        Walter & Hazel Scott Plaque 
 

High Points 25 or fewer entries SDCSS Plaque 
 

High Points 50 or fewer entries       James & Shirley Berry Trophy 
 

Sweepstakes Trophy        Ronald & Marcia Monroe Trophy 

 

CACTUS 

Best Cactus        Phillip Corliss Plaque 

Best Novice Cactus        SDCSS Plaque 

Best Intermediate Cactus      Jürgen Menzel Trophy 

Best Epiphytic Cactus Plant       William & Ruth Nelson Trophy 

Best Mammillaria        Elibet Marshall Trophy 

Best Opuntieae        James & Shirley Berry Trophy 
  

SUCCULENTS 

Best Succulent        Ruby Falk Plaque 

Best Novice Succulent       SDCSS Plaque 

Best Intermediate Succulent      Rudy Lime Trophy 

Best Agave        Doris Rake Plaque 

Best Aloe         Barbara Jeppe Trophy 

Best Bursera       Jeff Harris Trophy 

Best Echeveria        Oliver & Sophie Loyland Trophy 

Best Euphorbia        Russell & Lydia Evans Cup 

Best Mesemb        Samuel & Adela Markey Trophy 

Best Pelargonium or Sarcocaulon 

    Wilna Johnson Trophy 

Best Sansevieria        Richard G. Latimer, Sr. Trophy 

2 0 2 3  S D C S S  S U M M E R  S H O W  I N F O R M A T I O N  &  R U L E S  

 
 The SDCSS Summer Show is open to anyone who grows succulent plants. There is no limit to the 

number of entries per class or the number of classes entered, though no entry can be entered in more 

than one class.  All property shall be marked with the owner’s name, not visible to the judges.  The 

exhibitor must have grown the plant for at least six months.   

 All entries must have properly filled entry cards and must be entered in the appropriate Division 

and Class (see pgs 7 & 8) to be eligible for awards. Exhibitors are responsible for placing these items 

with their entries. For the Best Plant Grown From Seed award, the exhibitors must have raised the plant 

themselves. Plants may be species or hybrids. Hybrids may be exhibited in the class of either parent. 

Grafted plants will be accepted in any class, though awards for grafts will be selected from Division IV.  

 

 Entries must be clean, healthy, pest-free, and dry.  Remove any plant nametags from pots (except 

for collections and displays).  Awards must remain with exhibits until the close of the show.  Classes 

with few entries may be combined.  The show committee reserves the right to reject plants or exhibits 

and to readjust entries for the good of the show.  Show hours must be followed.  The San Diego Cactus 

and Succulent Society will exercise due caution in safeguarding exhibits. However, SDCSS cannot 

assume responsibility for loss of property.  Entries are judged against perfection.  The judges’ decisions 

are final.  In the case of disputes and/or ties, the Show Chair (or if the Chair's plants are involved, the 

Head Clerk) shall make the final decision.  

 Trophies and plaques are perpetual, except the educational and novice awards.  Winners will 

receive a hand-crafted pot and a certificate suitable for framing. 1st, 2nd and 3rd place ribbons will be 

awarded in each class; however, should the judges feel that a 1st, 2nd, or 3rd place is not merited, no 

awards will be given.  To receive the CSSA Award, two or more educational displays must be entered. 

Judges, Club President, and Show Chairman will each award two rosettes to their favorite plants. 
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TIMES 

                                 FRIDAY noon—6pm early show plant setup/ dropoff 

  SATURDAY 9am—11am members only sale (membership card required)                                 

    11am—5pm sale open to the public                                                                               

    10am—3pm show times 

  SUNDAY 10am—4pm sale open to public                                                                                    

    10am—4pm show times  
 

JUDGING SCALE - SPECIMENS, COLLECTIONS AND DISPLAYS 

Condition: 70%  Staging: 15%  Size & Maturity: 10%  Nomenclature: 5% 
 

EDUCATIONAL DISPLAY 

Two or more entries must be exhibited for CSSA award.  Educational Value: 80% Staging & Originality: 20%. 
 

AWARDS POINT SYSTEM 

Divisions I, II and IV: 1st = 3 pts, 2nd = 2 pts, 3rd = 1 pts Division III: 1st = 7 pts, 2nd = 5 pts, 3rd = 3 pts                                

Division V: 1st = 12 pts, 2nd = 10 pts, 3rd = 8 pts  Division VI: no points but entries are eligible for plaques, 

trophies and rosettes Plaques and Trophies:  10 pts Rosettes:  5 pts 

ENTRY NOTES:  PLEASE USE THE MOST CURRENT CLASSIFICATION SCHEDULE. Classes 1-116 

(except for 44,105 and 108-111) are divided into two pot sizes:  A and B  (A: Width plus Length = 10 inches 

and under; B: W+L over 10).  Note that one plant per container is allowed in these classes. 

2 0 2 3  S D C S S  S U M M E R  S H O W  I N F O R M A T I O N  &  R U L E S  

     The categories for competing entries 

are:  
 

GREEN cards for exhibitors that have won 

10 or less blue ribbons in a recognized 

cactus and succulent show. 

     YELLOW cards are for participants that 

have won more than 10 blue ribbons 

     BLUE cards are for vendors and those 

that wish to compete against them.  

Awards will be selected from any category 
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2 0 2 3  S D C S S  S U M M E R  S H O W  D I V I S I O N S  &  C L A S S E S  
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2 0 2 3  S D C S S  S U M M E R  S H O W  M AM M I L L A R I A  C L A S S E S  



Volume 58 · Number 06 · June 2023 

·  9 ·  

P R E - S H O W  P L A N T  P R E P A R A T I O N  G U I D E  

Let me start off saying that the details of this article 
would normally be covered in more depth, with 
visual aids, in a pre-meeting workshop at a regular 
meeting. As these are not normal times, we are left 
to do the best we can with what we have. 

First, it can’t be emphasized enough that this is your 
show. We want you to enter plants and we need you 
to volunteer. Our shows are the largest social 
events of the year for the society. We encourage 
you make new friends, learn new things, talk about 
your plants, win ribbons, have fun and maybe find a 
new plant or two. 

Let’s begin with prepping your plants. Start by 
watering your plants the weekend before the show. 
This will let your plants be hydrated but dry for the 
show tables. If you need to use any insecticide, also 
do this the week before the show. If you have any 
calcium (salt) build-up on your pots, clean it off with 
an old tooth brush and vinegar. With a damp cloth 
wipe any dirt and debris from the pots. Salt and 

dust/dirt on the plants can removed with water and 
a soft brush or cloth. 

Next, look at the plant. Remove any garden debris 
and/or weeds from the pot. Check for insects and 
spiders. They can be removed with small brushes, 
tweezers, fingers, or what ever else works. 
Succulents may have dead leaves, stems or old 
flowers, clip or prune to remove. Cactus frequently 
have old flower remains or garden bits in the spines. 
Remove with tweezers. The trick is to clean the 
spines without breaking them. Small Agaves and 
Aloes often have dried leaves at the base of the 
plant. These can be removed or left on depending 
on how distracting it is to the looks of the plant. The 
drying leaf tips of the same group of plants may also 
be left or removed. 

Now that you have a clean pot and plant we need to 
think about top dressing. Top dressing is the visual 
equivalent of matting a print or painting. It sets the 
plant off from the growing medium.                              

One of Peter Walkowiak’s beautifully staged winning plants from the 2019 Winter Show                Whitney Meyer 
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P R E - S H O W  P L A N T  P R E P A R A T I O N  G U I D E  

Top dressing is commonly gravel, crushed rock, pea 
gravel, course sand, etc. While the choice of top 
dressing is up to your preference, keep in mind that 
it should enhance, not distract from the plant. 
Bright colors are often distracting. You can look for 
top dressing at garden centers, aquarium stores, pet 
stores, and building supply centers.  

Now that the plant is all groomed for showing we 
come to the hardest part of the process (at least 
according to the show clerks), filling out the entry 
cards. The cards come in four colors: green for 
novice, yellow for intermediate, blue for open, and 
white for non-judged. Refer to the show rules for 
your appropriate category. You will notice that the 
cards divided into two sections, fill in BOTH 
sections. Also PLEASE PRINT (no cursive). 

In the exhibitor space: print your name. In the 
division space there are four options: Division I, one 
cactus plant or clump. Division II, one succulent 
plant or clump. Division III, dish gardens, more than 
one plant or multiple types of plants. And Division 
IV, anything goes, plants plus nonplants. 

In the newsletter, on the web site, and on printed 
pages at the show, you will find the various class 
numbers for your plants. These numbers 
correspond to the species family of the plants. The 
class number is followed by the size designation, i.e. 

23A, 44B, etc. If he inside of the pot measures, 
height plus width, 10 inches or less it is the A 
category. If the height plus width is greater than 10 
inches it is then in the B category.  

In the variety section of the entry card enter the 
specific species, hybrid, or hybrid cross name of the 
plant. The class and variety information should 
match the information on your plants ID tag. After 
completing the entry cards, take the plant and 
corresponding card to the class numbered areas on 
the show tables. Remove the plant ID tag and place 
the plant on top of the entry card on the table. 
Repeat for your next plant. Thanks for your support 
of the show and good luck. 

In wrapping this up, if you have any questions there 
will be fellow society members to help identify 
plants and answer questions in the show room 
Friday afternoon and Saturday morning. 

JERRY GARNER  

Judges at the 2019 Winter Show                 Whitney Meyer 

Nicely staged succulents         Whitney Meyer 
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M E M B E R  S E C T I O N :  J U L Y  C O F F E E  I N  T H E  G A R D E N  

 

ALAN WELLS’ COFFEE IN THE GARDEN 

Time  and Date: July 1st 8am - 2pm (date may change; see June emails for more details) 
Address: 2622 Covington Road, San Diego, CA 92104 

Parking: I live on a cul-de-sac and parking is limited in front of my house. 
Visitors, please park near boundary and Covington and walk down to my house.  

I’m a member of SDCSS and I’ll be  hosting a Coffee in the Garden in July. I’m moving to Texas and 
unfortunately can’t bring a majority of my plants with me, so I’d like to sell some plants to members 
to try and refine them.    
 
I have planted multiple gardens at my house, mostly succulents but also some natives and annuals 
intermixed. I have many different species of cultivars of aloes and agaves in my gardens. My 
backyard is a canyon and in addition to my gardens, I have multiple mature avocado trees that have 
been in the family for generations, and a full vegetable garden that should be in full growth during 
the event.     
 
I will be selling some plants from my collection, and also some handmade pots by me. Please bring 
cash to buy plants and pots. Snacks and coffee will be provided.   
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M E M B E R  S E C T I O N :  D I G I T A L  M I C R O S C O P E  P H O T O G R A P H Y  

 
Enjoy looking at succulent features but not interested in shelling out for an expensive macro lens? I ’d like to 
recommend a less expensive and effective method of examining  minute features: a digital microscope! 

Digital microscopes are fairly cheap (around $40) and can achieve magnifications as high as up to 250x. These 
microscopes plug into a computer via the USB port and project directly onto your computer screen. These 
cameras are used by hobbyists to examine stamps and coins, but I’ve found them effective on plants as well. The 
depth of focus can be a little lacking (same in macro photography), but if you pair your photos with software 
that stacks photos, you can achieve high resolution images of your features with all detail preserved. 
 
This type of photography has really opened my eyes to the hidden world of my plants, especially to inform my 
pollinating. Maybe you’d like to try this easy type of photography too!    

                       DER-SHING HELMER  

Inflorescences of Euphorbia godana (~5mm) and male Dorstenia lavrani (~0.75in)         Der-shing Helmer 

Spying on seeds developing in Dorstenia ovaries and on Euphorbia  anthersacs  Der-shing Helmer 
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    FACEBOOK:  

       www.facebook.com/sdcss 

    TWITTER:    SanDiegoCactus 

    INSTAGRAM:                 #sdcss 

    WEBSITE:      www.sdcss.net 

S D C S S  O N L I N E  
 Have you ever read the Espinas Y Flores Newsletter ‘Plant of the 

Month’ article and thought - “I could do that!” Why not participate by 

writing a piece for our Plant of the Month feature?  

Pick a genus or species that interests you, do a little research, find or 

take a few pictures and create an article to share with the club!  

Contact Pam Badger: pambad1@mac.com 

S H A R E  YO U R  PA S S I O N !  

M E M B E R  S E C T I O N  

 
PLEASE RETURN YOUR LIBRARY BOOKS AT THE JULY MEETING! 

 

Looking for Steven Hammer’s book on Lithops or Philippe de Vosjoli’s Guide to Growing Pachycaul and 

Caudiciform Plants, but when you come to a meeting you leave disappointed because the books haven ’t 

been returned? The SDCSS Library is here to support everyone’s love for cactus and succulents. Please 

return your books in a timely fashion so others get a chance to enjoy them. We’d rather not have to 

impose fines so let’s keep books circulating. We will be conducting an inventory of our book cases this 

Summer. Thanks for your cooperation and support in keeping our library resources available to all. 

                                             LUIS GONZALEZ  

M E M B E R  S E C T I O N  

An abundance of Aeoniums                Pam Badger 

mailto:pambad1@mac.com
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MAY 2023 
BRAG TABLE              

WINNERS GALLERY 

MAY 2023 
BRAG TABLE                      

WINNERS GALLERY 

SDCSS members came through and shared lovely winter plants at the May 

meeting’s Brag Table, judged by Pam Badger and Chris Miller! 

 

The Brag Table will be back in July! 

In the meantime, we’re thrilled to display your best plants at the 

SUMMER SHOW AND SALE in June… see you there! 
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B R A G  T A B L E :  N O V I C E  S U C C U L E N T  

2nd: Astroloba bullulata Jared Petker 

3rd: Haworthia parksiana  Susan Foran 

1st: Euphorbia sp.    Jared Petker 

Haworthia cv. ’White Ghost’             Miriam Parent 
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B R A G  T A B L E :  N O V I C E  S U C C U L E N T  

Sedum weinbergii       Lila Wagar 

Aeonium sp.    Miriam Parent Euphorbia caput medusae  Miriam Parent 

Euphorbia mammillaris variegata     Penelope Sacks 
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W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  W I N T E R  G R O W E R S  B R A G  T A B L E :  I N T E R M E D I A T E  S U C C U L E N T  

2nd: Haworthia limifolia 'Spider White' Chuck Ramey 

1st: Haworthia 'Bev's Wonder'  Chris Miller 

3rd: Dudleya ingens Melanie Howe 
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W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  W I N T E R  G R O W E R S  B R A G  T A B L E :  I N T E R M E D I A T E  S U C C U L E N T  

Fuschia pulvinata   Chuck Ramey 

Faucaria tigrina    Chuck Ramey 
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W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  W I N T E R  G R O W E R S  B R A G  T A B L E :  I N T E R M E D I A T E  S U C C U L E N T  

Sinningia canescens        Melanie Howe 

Gasteria  ’Black Panther’    Chuck Ramey Haworthia truncata        Chris Miller 

Adromischus marianiae herrei          Chris Miller 
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W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  W I N T E R  G R O W E R S  W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  W I N T E R  G R O W E R S  B R A G  T A B L E :  A D V A N C E D  S U C C U L E N T  

3rd: Dudleya rubens Pam Badger 

2nd: Dudleya farinosa Naomi Orosz 

1st: Dudleya virens ssp. hassei Jerry Garner 

Editor’s note: it seems I didn’t get a full photo of 

this gorgeous plant, so please enjoy this 

tantalizing hint instead! 
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W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  W I N T E R  G R O W E R S  W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  W I N T E R  G R O W E R S  B R A G  T A B L E :  A D V A N C E D  S U C C U L E N T  

Crassula mesembryanthemoides   Naomi Orosz 

Dudleya lanceolata Pam Badger 
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W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  I N  S H O W  B R A G  T A B L E :  N O V I C E  C A C T U S  

3rd: Stenocactus guerraianus Tricia Bostard 2nd: Mammillaria sp. Miriam Parent 

1st: Mammillaria sp.    Miriam Parent 
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W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  I N  S H O W  B R A G  T A B L E :  N O V I C E  C A C T U S  

Notocactus haselbergii   Tricia Bostard Rebutia sp.    Lien Lieu 

Mammillaria sp.   Miriam Parent Rhipsalis rhombea   Melanie Howe 
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W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  I N  S H O W  B R A G  T A B L E :  I N T E R M E D I A T E  C A C T U S  

1st: Copiapoa tenuissima    Chuck Ramey 

3rd: Mammillaria gracilis fragilis Chuck Ramey 2nd: Gymnocalycium friedrichii Chris Miller 
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W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  I N  S H O W  B R A G  T A B L E :  I N T E R M E D I A T E  C A C T U S  

Mammillaria bocasana ‘Fred’  Chuck Ramey Lobivia wrightiana   Chuck Ramey 

Rhipsalis neves-armondii     Melanie Howe 
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W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  I N  S H O W  B R A G  T A B L E :  A D V A N C E D  C A C T U S  

1st: Mammillaria nejapensis    Jerry Garner 

2nd: Rhipsalis baccifera Pam Badger 
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U P C O M I N G  S O C I E T Y  A N D  A F F I L I A T E  E V E N T S  


