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We have many open positions at the moment within the society, including auction cot
dinator and scholarship lead.

Auction Coordinator

Main duties include sourcing plants from members to /
tion and promoting them in our newsletter prior to the | [/
Show and Sale and Holiday Party (2 main auction eve | 4§

At the auction setup sigmsheet, auction paddles and
tags.

Coordinate with cashiers and successful bidders on s,
Coordinate with Auctioneer on minimum bid, if any.

Scholarship lead

Main duty is to make contact with colleges sourcing programs that have cactus and s
culent horticultural programs.

. Advertise scholarship financial opportunities through club website

. 0 Screen applicants

Recommend award of scholarships to Board.
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Our apoloies’:f)we f(’);g(‘)“t fo say

A big thank you toWestern Cactudor once again donat-
Ing specimens for our Holiday Party Show and Sale Auc-
tion! This past December they donated 17 plants!

Left: Echinocactus grusitimired flowerdMiddle: Soehrensia formddaom. Both photos from
We st er n Ca cRights Rhotafrorh dueacdtian showing some of the cacti specimen
up for bid.

Presi dent 6s Me s s a

The February show and sale is upon us. This one da
IS so fun! Winter growers are front and center. Are your FJ
ready? Jerry Garner did an excellent workshop on prepa :
your plants. To recap, select your favorite plants that are telllng you they are ready to k
shown off, then inspect them for any pesky mealy, spiders etc. and eradicate the pests
clean your plants, water them a week out if needed and touch up your top dressing. Tr
our chance to show off to our community and cactus/succulent followers.

On another note as we are starting the new year keep an eye open for conservation
portunities and what you can do. If you are inspired we need board members and have
openings. If you prefer to work independently, or with a small group, bring us your idea
we will support it in any way we can. Ideas could include seeking out existing cactus cc
vation efforts to support with a donation or manpower, setting up a plant rescue and/or
dangered species team, or possibly something larger like finding an appropriate piece
property to put into a conservation easement or trust.

See you at the show and sale!
-Jim and Mary Reiser



Volume 55, Number 2, February, 2020

BOOK REPORT: Echinocereus by Duke Benadom ~
i . Echingecereus
I &m not much of
ring to stay home and make potss _
On our last annual camping trip tCS s
the Sierras, my wife and | made & X
side trip to the White Mountains :
see the Bristlecone Pines. Tha

With a quick pullout on the shoul- N
der, | found a beautiftchinocereus

engelmarqmio pul at i on. Really | ong spines, d ¢
field work, but thereds really somet hi nkchinadereug hasbeere i n g
contracted. Casting about for books on the subj efct ,
his choices of photography. Personally, I expect a hi

hough the mostly white spines certainly do stand out. Those objections out of the way, the genus is covered in about 6C
cies with 500 pages in a large format book. | like that. Needs range maps though.

The genu&chinocer&ua great one to keep in our collections. | have found them to be mareddititan, say mammil-

larias. Depending of course on the quality of the idiot. They definitely have more spectacular blooms than mast cacti w
hybridization. They vary from no spines at all to wicked looking armament. | find the clump format with impressive spine
make a really good display. They inspire me to make better pots.

So I 6m changing my opinion of this book, movi.ng it to

-Don Hunt, our resident SDCSS Librarian

Safari Park
Seniors Free

February is Seniors Free Month at the Safari Park! Visitors age 65 and older receive

admission to the Park, where they can enjoy the sights on an Africa Tram, see the pl:

puses and other Aussie animals at Walkabout Australia, wander through Tiger Trail, t

a stroll around Mombasa Lagoon, and muchintoreer e 6s a wor |l d o
at the Safari Park!

hLAYA2ya SELINBaaSR Ay FNBOtSa yR SRAG2ZNAFE O2YYSyiaiNSRINSAGSYIE 1KES 24 N RYY 2 F2 T KBK §
2N GKS 2NBEYAT o2y A | 4 KedLSy | aFRENJCEIRAGENTIOM (S A MPOS R 20/2 Y kS 65 SRAGSR SFLIFENA | | §R2
Y& 0S5 NBLNAy4BRUGe 2NBKFNI yBPZya doyt Sda LISNNAZaA2Yy Ad SEBNBASYR RFEAORLEY2F JEESLINDG
WSLINE RdzOa 2y Ay 6K2tS8 2NJ LI NI 68 Fye 20KSNJ 2NBFyAT a2y sAGK2dzl GKS SELINB&a O2yasSyid 2

n
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Demo/Gift seeds from

Brian Shepherd's
‘Plant of the Month' brief
MARCH 2019
..

January Brag Table
CACTUS
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Tips for Preparing for th
Show and Sale:

Tools of the trade

enough to attend. Here are some tips he offered, in a nutshell. Above are some tools for cleaning and prepping your plants:
A fan brushfor removing dead material from between leaves.
A large pair afiweezersfor removing old flowers and leaves.
Kebab sticks
Chopsticksd helpful for holding plants in plant for planting or packing soil down around plants.
Flashlighto for looking deep into the crevices of the plants.
Bonsai scissor8 for cutting harereach places
0 Fi s h h o oak altproative te twéezers

Make sure to pubp dressing(fancy decorative gravel) on your plants and bring some with you to top off any holes that devel
transport.

To remove calcium buildup from the base of your plants apply distilled water with a spray bottle with vinegar. Tauraimalcupa
on the plants themselves use distilled water and a brush.

When transporting plants you can put a square of carpet down to reduce movement of your boxes of plants.

The February show and sale is a great time for members to try bringing
first show plants to learn how our judging process works and have fun in
process! So go wander your gardens in search of plants that are telling
are ready for t hahnfsWhineyMeierbl | see

volunteer at the Winter Show and Sale (Feb 8th)

please email Chris at.miller@cox.net
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