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No Meeting in Februaryï Come to our 

Show and Sale Saturday, Feb 8th! 

Newsletter of the San Diego Cactus & Succulent Society 
An Affiliate of the Cactus and Succulent Society of America 
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Volunteers Needed!  

We have many open positions at the moment within the society, including auction coor-

dinator and scholarship lead.  

Auction Coordinator 

Main duties include sourcing plants from members to auc-

tion and promoting them in our newsletter prior to the June 

Show and Sale and Holiday Party (2 main auction events) 

At the auction setup sign-in sheet, auction paddles and plant 
tags. 
Coordinate with cashiers and successful bidders on sale. 
Coordinate with Auctioneer on minimum bid, if any.  
 
Scholarship lead 
Main duty is to make contact with colleges sourcing programs that have cactus and suc-
culent horticultural programs. 
Advertise scholarship financial opportunities through club website 
Screen applicants 
Recommend award of scholarships to Board. 

On the cover:   

Red Whiskered Bulbuls posing on aloe blooms at the Huntington. Photo 

by Whitney Meier. 

Newsletter Created by: Whitney Meier, with the help of many contributors!  
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Executive Board 

Co-Presidents: Jim and Mary Reiser Secretary:  Mary Reiser 

Vice President: Open Treasurer: Mitchell Hubbard 

Directors  

Chris Miller, Denise Griffin, Whitney Meier, Tina Zucker,  

Al Cline, Don Hunt 

Committees & Sub Committees 

Conservation:     Herb Stern  

Brag table:      Denise Griffin 

Plants of the Month:    Pam Badger 

Summer/Winter Show:   Kelly Griffin, Bill OôDaniel 

Historian:       Denise Huntsman-Griffin 

Grants:       Jerry Garner 

Library:       Don Hunt 

Exchange Plants/Seeds:   Michelle Heckathorn and Sara 
         Schell 

Annual sales:      Chris Miller 

Auction & Holiday Plants:  Kelly Griffin 

Show Auction Manager:  Open 

Monthly Plant Sales:    Jim Deforest & Melanie Howe 

Monthly Regalement: Open     

Picnic Regalement: Open 

Coffee in the Garden Coordinators: Julie Dixon and Chuck 
Ramey 

Publishing Editor, Espinas y Flores: Whitney Meier 

Liaisons 

Balboa Park Desert Garden: Susan Hopkins 

CSSA Affiliate Rep:   Rick Bjorklund 

SD Botanic Garden:    Phyllis Flechsig 

SD Botanic Foundation:   George Plaisted 

SD Floral Association:   Jeanette Dutton 

SD Zoo Safari Park, Baja  

& Old World Gardens:   May Fong Ho 

Palomar CS Society Liaison: Brita Miller 

Membership & Publicity 

Membership:      May Hong Fo 

Newsletter Editor:    Whitney Meier 

Webmaster:      Kirsten Higgins  

Publicity:       Christie Lathrop 

Contact SDCSS:      membership@sdcss.net * 

* To contact newsletter editor, please type ñnewsletterò in 
subject line 

Benefit Drawing Table:   Allen Clark 

Programs:       Kelly Griffin 

Reception:      Susan Hopkins, Candy Garner 
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Presidentôs Message 

 The February show and sale is upon us. This one day event 
is so fun! Winter growers are front and center. Are your plants 
ready? Jerry Garner did an excellent workshop on preparing 
your plants. To recap, select your favorite plants that are telling you they are ready to be 
shown off, then inspect them for any pesky mealy, spiders etc. and eradicate the pests. Next, 
clean your plants, water them a week out if needed and touch up your top dressing. This is 
our chance to show off to our community and cactus/succulent followers. 
 
 On another note as we are starting the new year keep an eye open for conservation op-
portunities and what you can do. If  you are inspired we need board members and have 
openings. If  you prefer to work independently, or with a small group, bring us your idea and 
we will support it in any way we can. Ideas could include seeking out existing cactus conser-
vation efforts to support with a donation or manpower, setting up a plant rescue and/or en-
dangered species team, or possibly something larger like finding an appropriate piece of  
property to put into a conservation easement or trust. 
See you at the show and sale!                
                           -Jim and Mary Reiser 

Our apologiesð we forgot to say:  

A big thank you to Western Cactus for once again donat-

ing specimens for our Holiday Party Show and Sale Auc-

tion! This past December they donated 17 plants! 

Left: Echinocactus grusonii with red flowers. Middle: Soehrensia formosa in bloom.  Both photos from 

Western Cactusõ collection. Right: Photo from our auction showing some of  the cacti specimens 

up for bid.  
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hǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {5/{{Σ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΣ 
ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΦ  !ƭƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ǎǇƛƴŀǎ ȅ CƭƻǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŜŘƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦƻǊƳŀ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΦ  !ƭƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǎǇƛƴŀǎ ȅ CƭƻǊŜǎ 
Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǊŜǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴƻƴ-ǇǊƻŬǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƭȅ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǝŎƭŜΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊΦ  
wŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘΦ 

Iõm not much of a traveler, prefer-

ring to stay home and make pots. 

On our last annual camping trip to 

the Sierras, my wife and I made a 

side trip to the White Mountains to 

see the Bristlecone Pines.  Thanks to 

Denise for the recommendation! 

Being a cactus geek, I always try to 

spot individuals as we cruise along. 

With a quick pullout on the shoul-

der, I found a beautiful Echinocereus 

engelmannii population.  Really long spines, some white and others dark. I donõt do much 

field work, but thereõs really something about seeing plants in their native habitat. All this to say the Echinocereus bug has been 

contracted.  Casting about for books on the subject, Iõm brought back to Mr. Benadomõs book.  Itõs pretty easy to be critical of 

his choices of photography. Personally, I expect a higher standard of focus. The black backgrounds wouldnõt be my call, alt-

hough the mostly white spines certainly do stand out. Those objections out of the way, the genus is covered in about 60 spe-

cies with 500 pages in a large format book. I like that. Needs range maps though. 

The genus Echinocereus is a great one to keep in our collections.  I have found them to be more idiot-proof than, say mammil-

larias.  Depending of course on the quality of the idiot.  They definitely have more spectacular blooms than most cacti without 

hybridization.  They vary from no spines at all to wicked looking armament. I find the clump format with impressive spines to 

make a really good display.  They inspire me to make better pots. 

So Iõm changing my opinion of this book, moving it to the checkout case and looking for a copy for my own library. 

-Don Hunt, our resident SDCSS Librarian 

February is Seniors Free Month at the Safari Park! Visitors age 65 and older receive free 
admission to the Park, where they can enjoy the sights on an Africa Tram, see the platy-
puses and other Aussie animals at Walkabout Australia, wander through Tiger Trail, take 
a stroll around Mombasa Lagoon, and much moreñthereõs a world of sights to see, all 

at the Safari Park! 

Safari Park 

Seniors Free 

BOOK REPORT: Echinocereus by Duke Benadom  
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CACTUS 
  
Novice: 
1st Place- Shawn Soutiere- Astrophytum ornatum seedlings from 
Brian Shepherdôs Plant of the Month talk (A) 

2nd Place- Norb Roden- Mammillaria sp. (B) 
3rd Place- Whitney Meier- Neoporteria nidus-
senilis (C) 
 
Intermediate: 

  
1st Place- Bev Grant- Mammillaria sp. (Pincushion Cactus) 
(D) 

2nd Place- Chuck Ramey- Mammillaria spinosissima (E) 

3rd Place- Chuck Ramey- Mammillaria perezdelarosae (F) 
  
Advanced: 

 1st place- Don Hunt- Tephrocactus alexanderi (G) 
  
SUCCULENTS 
  
Novice: 
 1st Place-Shawn Soutiere- Ornithogalum caudatum (H) 
2nd Place- Sherman Blench- Kalanchoe synsepala (I) 
  
Intermediate: 

 1st Place- Bev Grant- Dudleya candida (J) 

2nd Place- Chuck Ramey- Bowiea volubilis (K) 
2nd Place:  Chuck Ramey- Aloe óSecret Agentô (L) 
3rd Place- Alison Baldwin- Mangave óBlazing Sad-
dlesô (M) 
Advanced: 
1st Place- Kelly Griffin- Agave titanota (N) 

2nd Place- Don Hunt- Aloe 
óCoral Flameô (O) 
3rd Place- Kelly Griffin- Aloe 
fimbrialis (P) 
  
 

January Brag Table  
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At our last meeting Jerry Garner gave a workshop on preparing for the upcoming February Show and Sale, which this editor was lucky 

enough to attend. Here are some tips he offered, in a nutshell. Above are some tools for cleaning and prepping your plants: 

A) A fan brush for removing dead material from between leaves. 

B) A large pair of tweezers for removing old flowers and leaves. 

C) Kebab sticks 

D) Chopsticksð helpful for holding plants in plant for planting or packing soil down around plants.  

E) Flashlightð for looking deep into the crevices of the plants.  

F) Bonsai scissorsð for cutting hard-reach places 

G) òFish hook pulleró- an alternative to tweezers 

Make sure to put top dressing (fancy decorative gravel) on your plants and bring some with you to top off any holes that develop in 

transport. 

To remove calcium buildup from the base of your plants apply distilled water with a spray bottle with vinegar. To remove calcium buildup 

on the plants themselves use distilled water and a brush.  

When transporting plants you can put a square of carpet down to reduce movement of your boxes of plants. 

The February show and sale is a great time for members to try bringing in their 

first show plants to learn how our judging process works and have fun in the 

process! So go wander your gardens in search of plants that are telling you they 

are ready for the show! Iõll see you there! ññ- Whitney Meier 

We still need cashiers, scanners, security and other 

jobs.  This is a  great opportunity If you would like to 

volunteer at the Winter Show and Sale (Feb 8th) 

please email Chris at c.miller@cox.net.  

Tips for Preparing for the 

Show and Sale: 

  Tools of  the trade 

mailto:c.miller@cox.net

