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TA B L E  O F C O N T E N T S  

 

UPCOMING HOLIDAY PARTY EVENT!  
December 13th 

FIRST MEETING OF 2026 ( 3RD WEEK!)  
 January 17th 

U P C O M I N G  S D C S S  S C H E D U L E  

ON THE COVER  

Dorstenia gigas, still in flower 

Photo by Der-shing Helmer 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

  President   Kelly Griffin 

  Vice President   Der-shing Helmer 

  Secretary   Olga Batalov 

  Treasurer  Ken Brown 
   

DIRECTORS  

Rick Bjorklund, Patricia Bryan, Luis Gonzalez, Tom Knapik, 
Georgia Kenney, Rita Lunceford, and Jared Petker 
 

COMMITTEES & SUBCOMMITTEES 

  Conservation   Herb Stern  

  Brag Table   Susan Hopkins & Rocco Piersanti 

  Plant of the Month  Denise Huntsman-Griffin  

  Summer/Winter Show  [open] 

  Historian   Jerry Garner 

  Grants    Jerry Garner 

  Library Committee  Luis Gonzalez 

  Exchange Plants/Seeds  Michelle Heckathorn  

  Annual Sales   Rita Lunceford 

  Auction & Holiday Plants  Kelly Griffin 

  Show Auction Manager  [open] 

  Monthly Plant Sales   Rita Lunceford 

  Benefit Drawing Table  Chuck Ramey 

  Programs    Kelly Griffin 

  Reception   Susan Hopkins & Candy Garner 
 

  New Member Orientation  Patricia Bryan &  Jay Crowley 

  Monthly Regalement   Sandy Wetzel-Smith  

  Picnic Regalement   Georgia Kenney 

  Coffee in the Garden Coordinator 

     Jodi Visosky 
 

LIAISONS 

  Balboa Park Desert Garden  
   Susan Hopkins 

  CSSA Affiliate Rep Rick Bjorklund 

  SD Botanic Foundation Lynn Elliot 

  SD Zoo Safari Park, Baja, & Old World Gardens  
   May Fong Ho 

  Palomar CS Society Liaison 
   Brita Miller 
 

MEMBERSHIP, BUSINESS , & PUBLICITY 

  Membership  Olga Batalov 

  Business Manager Donna Roden 

  Newsletter Editor Der-shing Helmer 

  Webmaster  Jared Petker  

  General Club Publicity Christie Lathrop 

  Show & Sale Publicity Patricia Bryan & Emily Shuffield 
 

CONTACT SDCSS  membership@sdcss.net 

 

CONTACT EyF EDITOR eyf.editor@gmail.com 

Opinions expressed in articles and editorial comments are solely the opinions of the author or the editor, and do not necessarily represent the opinion of the SDCSS,          
the board of Directors, or the organization as a whole.  All material submitted to the Espinas y Flores for possible publication may be edited in forma and content and     

shared on the club’s social media with attribution.  All material contained in the Espinas y Flores may be reprinted by other non-profit organizations unless permission is 
expressly denied in a note accompanying the article. Reproduction in whole or part by any other organization without the express consent of the editor is prohibited. 
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 P R E S I D E N T ’S  M E S S AG E    
What a wonderful gathering we had 

in November! The room was full, 

the conversations warm, and there 

was so much delightful knowledge 

to take home. A heartfelt thanks to 

Josh Allen for sharing his expert 

tips on growing and hybridizing 

Aloes and other succulents — and 

for whisking us away on a vivid 

armchair tour of Baja!  

 

Warm thanks as well to Emily 

Shuffield for her beautifully crafted 

Plant of the Month program on 

Avonia. Her presentation was 

thoughtful, polished, and perfectly 

timed —we appreciated every 

moment.  

 

Our upcoming meeting will be our 

cherished holiday gathering — a 

warm, friendly feast to close out the 

year together. If this is your first 

time joining us for this celebration, 

take a peek at the outline in this 

newsletter so you know what to 

expect. Come for the laughs, the 

company, and perhaps a new plant 

or pot to add a little sparkle to your 

collection. Feel free to bring a nice 

one to trade, too — it’s all part of the 

season’s joy.  

 

If you’re able, please bring a small 

treat to share. Everything else will 

be provided, and the table is sure to 

feel extra special with your 

contribution.  

 

And don’t forget to mark your 

calendars for our first gathering of 

the new year — the January 2026 

meeting will be held on the third 

Saturday, January 17th. A fresh 

year, a fresh start, and more time 

together to look forward to.  

 

As for the parking situation, there’s 

no new “Debbie Downer” news to 

share —The silver lining is that any 

changes won’t begin until after the 

new year, giving us a little breathing 

room.  

 

I want to take this opportunity to 

say thank you to everyone that 

contributes to making this club 

what it is. From the setups to 

breakdowns to just the shared 

hellos and smiles, you make it all 

truly worthwhile!  

 

I’m truly looking forward to 

gathering with you all on December 

13th. Let’s share stories, laughter, 

and a comforting lunch as we wrap 

up the year together. Until then, 

may your days feel a little brighter 

and your plants a little greener 

especially the winter growers! 

 

All the best,  

 

 Kelly Griffin 
November 28, 2025 

https://www.sdcss.net/sdcss-2025-holiday-party
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T :  H O L I D A Y  P A R T Y !  

 

 

MORE DETAILS  

Pot-luck desserts: You are invited to bring your 

favorite dessert to share! Please bring a serving 

utensil if needed, with your name on it. 

Gift Plants: SDCSS provides a free plant to all 

members. You will be given a ticket when you check 

in—save it for the drawing! 

Gift Exchange (optional): You are invited to bring a 

plant to participate in the exchange, just put your 

name on the plant. How it works: a panel of judges 

will select the “Best Plant”, and the owner of that 

plant then gets first pick of all remaining plants. The 

owner of the plant they select then picks, and this 

continues until all plants are gone. Bring only one 

plant per person! As you might realize, the better 

the plant you bring, the sooner you get to pick! The 

“Best Plant” will be included in the Live Auction. 

Silent auction: There will be a variety of items 

donated, along with some amazing centerpieces, 

which will be auctioned off during the party. Items 

will have cards to enter your bids. The highest bid at 

the close of the auction buys the item. If you want to 

donate an interesting cactus-related item you think 

someone would like, please bring it along. 

Live auction: We will have a wonderful selection 

of bare-root cactus and other donated plants and 

items for a Live Auction, just get a numbered plate 

to participate. This is always lots of fun and the 

proceeds will be contributed towards the 

conservation of endangered cacti and succulents. 
 

Tickets are $35 for members and $40 for non-

members, and are available for purchase at the 

November meeting or at this link on our website. 

 
 GET READY FOR OUR ANNUAL DECEMBER HOLIDAY 

PARTY—THE BEST TIME OF THE YEAR!  

  10:30-11:30: Check-in socializing, talking plants, checking out the gift plants,    

   gift exchange plants, and auction items. 

  11:30:  Awards ceremony. 

  12:00: Catered lunch served (vegetarian options available), pot-luck  

   desserts, and gift exchange. 

  1:00: Numbers will be called for gift plants. 

  2:00: Silent auction. 
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 2026 CLUB PINS!  

Want to show off your love for the SDCSS?  

 Now you can! Through our collectible club enamel pins, 

with a brand-new design offered every year! 

Our newest pin to celebrate 2026 will be gifted, 

first-come-first-served, to holiday party goers… 

another great reason to pick up your ticket now for 

the December festivities!  

2021 

2022 

2023 

2026 

Boophane disticha 

2025 

2024 

https://www.sdcss.net/sdcss-2025-holiday-party
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T :  W I N T E R  S H O W  A N D  S A L E  

 

LOOKING TO VOLUNTEER? WE’D LOVE TO HAVE YOU! 

What could be more fun than sharing the joy of succulents with the public? Be a part of the Winter 

show and sign up for your favorite role from our online volunteer sheet or at the January meeting.  

https://volunteersignup.org/WPHMR
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T :  W I N T E R  S H O W  A N D  S A L E  C A T E G O R I E S  
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T :  W I N T E R  S H O W  A N D  S A L E  A L P H A  L I S T  
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M E M B E R  S E C T I O N  

A stunning crested California Barrel Cactus (Ferocactus cylindraceus) in Anza 

Borrego. (Check out more of Olga’s photos here! —ed.)         OLGA BATALOV 

CLICK TO VISIT US 

ONLINE!  

The SDCSS monthly 

newsletter welcomes and 

appreciates essays, 

photography, artwork, and 

similar contributions from its 

members.  

If you have a contribution 

related to cacti and succulents 

that you’d like to share with 

the club, please let us know, 

and you could see your work in 

a future issue. 

We’d love to hear from you! 

Contact the editor: 

eyf.editor@gmail.com 

 
Connect with your fellow members and be featured in the newsletter... The editor of the newsletter 

would love to hear from you!  Answer these questions and YOU might appear in a future issue! 

  1. Your name: 

  2. How long have you been a member of SDCSS? 

  3. What is your favorite succulent to grow (pics welcome!)? 

  4. What is your favorite memory from being in the club? 

  5. What plant topic should people chat to you about when they see you next? 

Email your answers and a photo of yourself and/or your favorite plant to eyf.editor@gmail.com 

https://www.instagram.com/sdcactusandsucculentsociety
http://www.facebook.com/sdcss
https://www.sdcss.net/
https://www.inaturalist.org/people/obatalov
mailto:eyf.editor@gmail.com
mailto:eyf.editor@gmail.com
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M E M B E R  S E C T I O N  

A 24-page illustrated article profiling 

SDCSS member Debra Lee Baldwin 

will appear in the Winter 2025 issue 

of the CSSA Journal, available now: 

“Capturing beauty, cultivating trends: 

Debra Lee Baldwin’s succulent 

journey”, a title suggested to Debra by 

CSSA Journal Editor Peter Breslin at 

the April convention. The article 

describes how, during Debra’s 

journalism career, articles, bestselling 

books, newsletter, website, and 

videos helped launch and increase 

awareness of succulents among the 

gardening public.   

 

Authoring her book Designing with 

Succulents resulted in Debra doing 

articles about succulents for Better 

Homes and Gardens and The Wall 

Street Journal, being quoted by 

national publications, and speaking at 

horticultural venues from Florida to 

Hawaii.  

 

In the CSSA article, Debra includes excerpts from her book, Succulents Simplified. One page shows 

the late Don Hunt staging Fockea edulis in one of his art pots at a San Diego show and sale; another, 

Kelly Griffin standing beneath the arching inflorescence of Agave ‘Blue Flame.’ 

Photos include those of Debra’s own garden, well-groomed succulents in art pots, professionally 

landscaped gardens, and new cultivars developed to meet the growing demand. The article also tells 

how drought and wildfire concerns have boosted the plants’ popularity. 

 

If you haven't already joined the CSSA, you might find this article of interest. More information 

about the CSSA and purchasing CSSA journals available at the CSSA website.  

https://sdcss.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0280f94bc0050925d337463f0&id=1e311c5ff2&e=df13aa6a2c
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S P E C I A L  E V E N T  / /  F A U X  P L A N T  T A B L E  

Thanks for contributing to the Faux Plant Table! 

Another year, another amazing selection of fantasy succulents from club members! Enjoy 
the gallery of creative works, their interesting nomenclature, and—of course—special awards 

from the judges. Thanks for participating, and we’ll see your (real) brag plants in January!  

BAOBAB SCULPTURE 

HAND-CREATED BY 

LUIS GONAZLES 
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S P E C I A L  E V E N T  / /  F A U X  P L A N T  T A B L E  

POOPER CRACKCLEENII “TOILET ROLL CHOLLA”  CHUCK RAMEY 

“BEST USE OF TOOTHPICKS” 
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S P E C I A L  E V E N T  / /  F A U X  P L A N T  T A B L E  

PERROCEREUS BADGERENSIS   PAM BADGER 

“BEST USE OF METAL” 
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S P E C I A L  E V E N T  / /  F A U X  P L A N T  T A B L E  

GEOCORKUS TIESPIRALIS   PAT BRYAN 

“BEST USE OF SPRINGS” 
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S P E C I A L  E V E N T  / /  F A U X  P L A N T  T A B L E  

AGAVE PLASTINOTA  KELLY GRIFFIN 

“BEST USE OF BEING LAZY” 
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S P E C I A L  E V E N T  / /  F A U X  P L A N T  T A B L E  

PAPIER ROSIE  OLGA BATALOV 

“PRESIDENTIAL AWARD!” 
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S P E C I A L  E V E N T  / /  F A U X  P L A N T  T A B L E  

EUPHORBIA WAXIDERMIS  OLGA BATALOV 

“MOST ARTISTIC” 
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S P E C I A L  E V E N T  / /  F A U X  P L A N T  T A B L E  

ADANSONIA GRANDIDIERI SCULPTURE  LUIS GONZALES 

“BEST USE OF MANY TALENTS” 


