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What a wonderful gathering we had
in November! The room was full,
the conversations warm, and there
was so much delightful knowledge
to take home. A heartfelt thanks to
Josh Allen for sharing his expert
tips on growing and hybridizing
Aloes and other succulents — and
for whisking us away on a vivid
armchair tour of Baja!

Warm thanks as well to Emily
Shuffield for her beautifully crafted
Plant of the Month program on
Avonia. Her presentation was
thoughtful, polished, and perfectly
timed appreciated
moment.

—we every

Our upcoming meeting will be our
cherished holiday gathering — a
warm, friendly feast to close out the
year together. If this is your first
time joining us for this celebration,
take a peek at the outline in this
newsletter so you know what to
expect. Come for the laughs, the
company, and perhaps a new plant
or pot to add a little sparkle to your
collection. Feel free to bring a nice
one to trade, too — it’s all part of the

season'’s joy.

If you'’re able, please bring a small
treat to share. Everything else will
be provided, and the table is sure to
feel extra special with your
contribution.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

And don't forget to mark your
calendars for our first gathering of
the new year — the January 2026
meeting will be held on the third
Saturday, January 17th. A fresh
year, a fresh start, and more time
together to look forward to.

As for the parking situation, there’s
no new “Debbie Downer” news to
share —The silver lining is that any
changes won'’t begin until after the
new year, giving us a little breathing
room.

| want to take this opportunity to
say thank you to everyone that
contributes to making this club
what it is. From the setups to
breakdowns to just the shared
hellos and smiles, you make it all
truly worthwhile!

I’'m truly looking forward to
gathering with you all on December
13th. Let’s share stories, laughter,
and a comforting lunch as we wrap
up the year together. Until then,
may your days feel a little brighter
and your plants a little greener
especially the winter growers!

All the best,

Kelly Griffin

November 28, 2025



https://www.sdcss.net/sdcss-2025-holiday-party

PARTY
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UPCOMING EVENT: HOLIDAY PARTY!

ANNUAL DECEMBER HOLIDAY

10:30-11:30: Check-insocializing, talking plants, checking out the gift plants,
gift exchange plants, and auction items.

11:30: Awards ceremony.

12:00: Catered lunch served (vegetarian options available), pot-luck

desserts, and gift exchange.

1:00: Numbers will be called for gift plants.

2:00: Silent auction.

MORE DETAILS

Pot-luck desserts: You are invited to bring your
favorite dessert to share! Please bring a serving
utensil if needed, with your name on it.

Gift Plants: SDCSS provides a free plant to all
members. You will be given a ticket when you check
in—save it for the drawing!

Gift Exchange (optional): You are invited to bring a
plant to participate in the exchange, just put your
name on the plant. How it works: a panel of judges
will select the “Best Plant”, and the owner of that
plant then gets first pick of all remaining plants. The
owner of the plant they select then picks, and this
continues until all plants are gone. Bring only one
plant per person! As you might realize, the better
the plant you bring, the sooner you get to pick! The
“Best Plant” will be included in the Live Auction.

Boophane disticha

Silent auction: There will be a variety of items
donated, along with some amazing centerpieces,
which will be auctioned off during the party. Items
will have cards to enter your bids. The highest bid at
the close of the auction buys the item. If you want to
donate an interesting cactus-related item you think
someone would like, please bring it along.

Live auction: We will have a wonderful selection
of bare-root cactus and other donated plants and
items for a Live Auction, just get a numbered plate
to participate. This is always lots of fun and the
proceeds will be contributed towards the
conservation of endangered cacti and succulents.

Tickets are $35 for members and $40 for non-
members, and are available for purchase at the

November meeting or at this link on our website.

2026 CLUB PINS!

Want to show off your love for the SDCSS?
Now you can! Through our collectible club enamel pins,
with a brand-new design offered every year!

Our newest pin to celebrate 2026 will be gifted,
first-come-first-served, to holiday party goers...
another great reason to pick up your ticket now for

the December festivities!


https://www.sdcss.net/sdcss-2025-holiday-party
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UPCOMING EVENT: WINTER SHOW AND SALE
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See incredible out-of-this-world succulent and cacti from around the globe and
enjoy rare plants and pottery from dozens of plant vendors and local artisans.
Best of all, FREE ADMISSION and early-bird access for members!

TIMES & DATES ¥

FRIDAY noon — 8pm  vendor setup times in Room 101
4pm — 6pm Friday show setup

SATURDAY 8am —10am  Saturday Show setup
9am — 4pm Sale Room 101 open to the public
10am —4pm  Show open to the public

The show is open to anyone who grows succulent plants,
and there is no limit to the number of entries per class
or number of classes entered!

Detailed show and
nembership info
avatlable at
UPCOMINE MeeLings
in our newsletters,
and at our website
www.SDCSS. net

LOOKING TO VOLUNTEER? WE'D LOVE TO HAVE YOU!

What could be more fun than sharing the joy of succulents with the public? Be a part of the Winter
show and sign up for your favorite role from our online volunteer sheet or at the January meeting.



https://volunteersignup.org/WPHMR
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UPCOMING EVENT: WINTER SHOW AND SALE CATEGORIES

DIVISION 1 CACTT (CACTACTAR) DIYSION 1 SUCCULENTS
Ariocarpus ! 1 | |ASPHODELACEAE —
Astrophytum L2 hoe-specis | 3
Aztabirm, fmamha, Clregonia, Omgouﬂus. Mcmahou 3 :*"" hybrics ! 3
{ Strombocactus ! Gastaris .
Coryphantha, Esoobam. Neoliopdia ¢ ;Hmnhia [Haworthiopas, Tulsts), Asroloba . a
Turbinicarpus |Gymnocactus), Stenocactus (Echinofossulocactusy | 5  ASTERACEAE (COMPOSITAE): Leptosyne [Coreopsis), @
Echnoceres | o ' Cnhanna, Senedio (Kaina), etc. )
Echinocactus, Ferocactus, Hamatocacius, Leuchtentargia, 7 imv&w;mw Dycki, Hechta, Tilandsh, etc. a3
sFerctwrgi | | CRASSULACLAZ _
Mammilaria with hocked splnes | B |Adromischus | a4
Mammilatia with straight spines | 9 | eariiam, Gemeronia 45
Padiocacius, Sclerocactus, Thm_t_:cb.s | 10 icamdon, Tylecodon | a6
Melocactus | — |Crassuly {4
iossfeldis, Caleooephioosrens llumrdll. Oiscocactus, Fralles, 12 (Oudieya . a8
Usbelmareia ! i!thevem | 43
|Copapoa 13 (Graptopetalum (Tckus), Pachyptytum, hytrids 50
| Gymnocaycham i 14 lcuhdm!na xGragtoveria| {
Acanthocatcium, Echinagds, Labhi 15 [alinchon 51
f ~ | - 0 T
Erfosyce (Horrdocactus, Neachieni, Necooﬂlm thmmn] i 16 'mummwmoﬁwu | 52
Paradks (Notocectus) | 17 Sempeevivien Uovibarkal | 53
‘Retiutia [Sufcorebunia, Weingarti)  o— | CUCURBTACEAE: Caphalopentandra, Coraliscarpus,
Matucana [Submstucora), Oroya 19 Dendrosicyos, Gerrardanthes, Ihecvlles, Kedrastis, Momeordics, 54
‘Opurtios: Mustrocydndropuntls, Consoleea, Cyiindropunta, Nerosicyos, Dygosicyos, et ! .
Grusonis, Migueiopuntia, Opuntia, Pereskia, Frerocactus, 20 DIOMMEAE Dioscores | 55
Tephrocactus, Tunila, etc. | mm {DRACAENACEAE) | 56
Columnar Cacte Arrcfadoa, Bergerocactus, Browningha, Carneglea, wmo"“cul : .
Cephalocereus, Cereus, Cipocersus, Cleéstocactus, Espostoa, !upnomn medusa types | 57
‘Micranthocereus, Myriiocactus, Neobasbaumia, Dreccereus, 21 (uphofhu with bearvws and spines 58
Miosocaneus, Pachyoreus, Periocanus, Stenocereus, Statsan, 'Eﬂphorhas wnh ““ andno spines 1 50
Trchooseen, wlc [ |
| | | ‘luphom: with spines and no leaves. | §0
 Epiphytic Cacti: Di v, Eplptwilum, Hetiors, Wylovereus; 2 !upho(bas With nesther Krvis ror savm . bl
Lepsmium, Srvpsals, Schlumbergera [Zypocactus], Selenicereus, et ; lndaderﬂum. Monadenium, Jatropha, Fedianthus, Synadevum | 62
Othur Genwrs - Ary Other Cactus | 23 cmmm Measonis, Sarcocaulon, Pelintonium, wic. | 63
Cactus, Seed-Grown betor 24
oA : - |mutmw [MONTIACEAE, GIDEREACEAE,
(Crested & Monstross Cactl L35 | ANACAMPSEROTACEAE. TAUNACEAE): Anacampseros, Aluadis, 64
‘Varkegated Cactl {with S0% or Mare Variegation) i 26 [ vmuu. Cenvia, Didera, etc. |
§su<wm Bults: Albuca, Bocphane, Bowien, Bulbine, 65
|Haemantiue, Ledebouris, Massank, Veltheimea, etc.
1 — i Name e | Other Coudicilorms: Basweln, Bursers, Commigharn,
 ASZOACEAE {IESEMBRYANTHEMACEAL) | | Cyphastemma, Dorstenis, Fitus, Fouguierts, Ipomosa, Mornngs, 66
Lithops | 7 ; |Operculcarya, Pachyeommas, Pseudobombax, Pyrenacantha,
Concptytiam, Lagidaria, Dinteranthus I R i k.
Other Mesembs without prominent roots or trunks: Faucaria, 2 r°"'" Grerwera - Any Oth« Succulent | 67
' Maiozplos, Titanopsis, etc. | |Succulent, Seed-Grown by Exhititor | 66
Other Mesembs with prominent roots o runks: Alaincpsts, 0 ‘W&WWP .
Mastokma, Trichodiadema, etc. \Variegated Succfents (wth SO% or More Variegation) )
%AVMZLAI |
Agave, Yucta | 3 DIVISION Bt OTHER
Calibanus, Beaucares, Kol | = Name | Oss-
APOCYNACEAL ) ) | |Dish Gardwns {Twa er more plants i the saw pot) 71
Adend, | Pauwpodum i i3
Adenkam i E o
| Stapuiiads with succulent sterms: Hoodis, Orbea, Pyeodolithos, 3
[ Stapela, et
Cauaiciform Stapefiads: Fockea, Gonclobus, Petopentia,
|Raphionacme, etc. !
Ceropegin. Hopn, Dischidia 37 \
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WINTER SHOW AND SALE ALPHA LIST

UPCOMING EVENT
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The SDCSS monthly
newsletter welcomes and
appreciates essays,
photography, artwork, and
similar contributions from its
members.

If you have a contribution
related to cacti and succulents
that you'd like to share with
the club, please let us know,
and you could see your work in
afutureissue.

We'd love to hear from you!

Contact the editor:
eyf.editor@gmail.com

CLICK TO VISIT US
ONLINE!

CXf

— - ' - J /) SAM DIEGO
A stunning crested California Barrel Cactus (Ferocactus cylindraceus) in Anza . Coctin S Summibpit Soeboby
Borrego. (Check out more of Olga’s photos here! —ed.) OLGA BATALOV ;

Connect with your fellow members and be featured in the newsletter... The editor of the newsletter
would love to hear from you! Answer these questions and YOU might appear in a future issue!

1. Your name:

2. How long have you been a member of SDCSS?

3. What is your favorite succulent to grow (pics welcome!)?

4. What is your favorite memory from being in the club?

5. What plant topic should people chat to you about when they see you next?

Email your answers and a photo of yourself and/or your favorite plant to eyf.editor@gmail.com


https://www.instagram.com/sdcactusandsucculentsociety
http://www.facebook.com/sdcss
https://www.sdcss.net/
https://www.inaturalist.org/people/obatalov
mailto:eyf.editor@gmail.com
mailto:eyf.editor@gmail.com
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CaCtUS and Succu l e nt Jou rnal A 24-page illustrated article profiling

SDCSS member Debra Lee Baldwin
actddos ot will appear in the Winter 2025 issue
of the CSSA Journal, available now:
“Capturing beauty, cultivating trends:
Debra Lee Baldwin’s succulent
journey”, a title suggested to Debra by
CSSA Journal Editor Peter Breslin at
the April convention. The article
describes how, during Debra’s
journalism career, articles, bestselling
books, newsletter, website, and
videos helped launch and increase
awareness of succulents among the
gardening public.

Authoring her book Designing with
Succulents resulted in Debra doing
articles about succulents for Better
Homes and Gardens and The Wall
Street Journal, being quoted by
national publications, and speaking at
horticultural venues from Florida to
Hawaii.

In the CSSA article, Debra includes excerpts from her book, Succulents Simplified. One page shows
the late Don Hunt staging Fockea edulis in one of his art pots at a San Diego show and sale; another,
Kelly Griffin standing beneath the arching inflorescence of Agave ‘Blue Flame.’

Photos include those of Debra’s own garden, well-groomed succulents in art pots, professionally
landscaped gardens, and new cultivars developed to meet the growing demand. The article also tells
how drought and wildfire concerns have boosted the plants’ popularity.

If you haven't already joined the CSSA, you might find this article of interest. More information
about the CSSA and purchasing CSSA journals available at the CSSA website.



https://sdcss.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0280f94bc0050925d337463f0&id=1e311c5ff2&e=df13aa6a2c
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BAOBAB SCULPTURE
HAND-CREATED BY
LUIS GONAZLES

Thanks for contributing to the Faux Plant Table!

Another year, another amazing selection of fantasy succulents from club members! Enjoy
the gallery of creative works, their interesting nomenclature, and—of course—special awards
from the judges. Thanks for participating, and we’'ll see your (real) brag plants in January!

10
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SPECIAL EVENT // FAUX PLANT TABLE

POOPER CRACKCLEENII “TOILET ROLL CHOLLA" CHUCK RAMEY

“BEST USE OF TOOTHPICKS”

11
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SPECIAL EVENT // FAUX PLANT TABLE

PERROCEREUS BADGERENSIS PAM BADGER

“BEST USE OF METAL”

12
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GEOCORKUS TIESPIRALIS PAT BRYAN
“BEST USE OF SPRINGS”

13
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SPECIAL EVENT // FAUX PLANT TABLE

AGAVE PLASTINOTA KELLY GRIFFIN

“BEST USE OF BEING LAZY”

14
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VOLUME 60 //

OLGA BATALOV

“PRESIDENTIAL AWARD!”

PAPIER ROSIE

15
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SPECIAL EVENT // FAUX PLANT TABLE

EUPHORBIA WAXIDERMIS OLGA BATALOV

“MOST ARTISTIC”

16
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SPECIAL EVENT // FAUX PLANT TABLE

ADANSONIA GRANDIDIERI SCULPTURE LUIS GONZALES

“BEST USE OF MANY TALENTS”

17



