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TA B L E  O F  CO N T E N T S  

S D C S S  S C H E D U L E  

Our next event:                                                                                                     

May 13th 

Next upcoming event: 

SDCSS Summer Show & Sale: June 3rd & 4th 

ON THE COVER 

Epiphyllum ‘Mango Tango’ 
hybridized by Don Patterson 

Photo by Patricia Neal 
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P R E S I D E N T ’S  M E S S A G E    

G reetings! It looks like Spring, though I’m still waiting for some warmer 

nighttime temps so my Euphorbias will root! Hope you are enjoying all 

the massive flower displays that followed our near-record rainfalls. 

 

I was excited that so many of you came out for our first ever Garden Tour on 

April 1st. I welcomed many new and old members to my revitalized garden, 

though due to rain and other obligations, I did not have it as prepared as I 

had hoped—definitely a work in progress! I heard many positive comments 

about the other two gardens as well. Thanks to Jodi Visosky and Mike 

Fernandez for opening their gardens to make this  event a success. If you 

have an idea for a tour with gardens near you, let's talk about another tour.   

 

Our April meeting was fantastic! More people attended than since before the you-know-what. And many 

new members...very exciting for me. It was a beautiful day and the park was packed, but many of you 

braved the traffic to attend, and it was worth it! The pre-meeting workshop with Dean Karras of Gnosis 

Nursery demonstrated many tips for repotting and staging plants...thanks Dean! Jen Greene, who was 

delayed with traffic and parking, arrived just in time to team up with Brian Shepard to do a fascinating 

presentation on Astrophytum asterias. What an interesting species! So many forms. I hope to see some 

more variants from all of you who grabbed some of Brian’s seeds! For the main talk, Melocactus took the 

stage in Guillermo Rivera’s presentation, which featured many wonderful photos of one of my favorite 

plants. Thanks to all of you who showed up and participated in our many activities including the Brag 

Table, Benefit Drawing, and Plant Exchange.  

 

Our May meeting is going to be exciting! For the first time ever we are partnering with our sister 

organization, the Epiphyllum Society, for a joint meeting. As it is Mother’s Day weekend, they will be 

having their Annual Sale in the patio on Saturday and their Show on Sunday. People attending the sale will 

be invited to our meeting to listen to two speakers provided by the Epi Society featuring Epiphytic cactus. 

We are modifying our schedule a bit so we can finish on time, as they will be setting up their show when 

we leave. There will be no pre-meeting workshop and no benefit drawing, but be sure to bring your Brag 

Plants and items for the exchange table. 

 

So, come early and add to (or start) your Epiphyllum collection, check out our expanded sales, and enjoy 

Springtime in Balboa Park before hearing some new speakers discuss this fascinating and unique family of 

cactus.  

 

Our June Show and Sale is also just around the corner! Be sure to pick up your entry cards and show 

schedules at the May meeting so you can be fully prepared. We will have more information and volunteer 

sign-ups as well. Bring any questions you have about entering plants in the show and volunteering...we 

have answers! 

 

 

Pam Badger 
April 20, 2023 
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2 0 2 3  S U M M E R  S H O W  A N D  S A L E  

2023 SUMMER SHOW AND SALE 
THE SAN DIEGO CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY PRESENTS 

Sat June 3 & Sun June 4, 2023  

The show is open to anyone who grows succulent plants, and there is no limit             

to the number of entries per class or the number of classes entered.  

   Detailed show information and membership info available at upcoming 
meetings, in our newsletters, and on our website www.SDCSS.net 

IT’S GOING TO BE BIG. 

See incredible out-of-this-world succulents and cacti from around the world 

and shop for unique plants from dozens of plant vendors and local artisans. 

Free admission, with early-bird access on Saturday for members! 

TIMES & DATES 

    SATURDAY  9am—11am members only sale (membership card required)                               

   11am—5pm sale open to the public                                              

   10am —3pm show times 

    SUNDAY   10am—4pm sale open to public                                                                       

   10am—4pm show times 
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S D C S S  M AY  S P E A K E R S  ( Y E S — D O U B L E  S P E A K E R S ! )  

J oin us Saturday, May 13th for TWO awesome 

guest speakers: Jerry Moreau presenting “New 

Epiphyllum Hybrids” before the break, and Beth 

Jackson presenting the work of Linda Sinkovic in 

her talk “Rhipsalis and Related Genera”. 

Our 1st Speaker Topic:   

New epi hybrid flowers are being introduced every 

year and some of them are spectacular!  While 

California has always been a center of epi 

hybridizers and nurseries, there are hybridizers in 

Sweden, Germany, England, Australia, New Zealand 

and Japan.  Many of their introductions are now 

included in our collections and are much sought-

after plants. 

About Our 1st Speaker: 

Jerry is our Coordinator for the Epiphyllum 

Collection at the Safari Park.   He has served as 

president, newsletter editor and has won many 

awards at our Mother’s Day Show. 

1st Speaker schedule: 

Jerry will be presenting his talk before the 

break, so please join us then! 

 

 

Jerry Moreau        Eddie Huey 

'Claritty's Happy Hippy'  hybrid and photo by Svante Lundqvist 

'Kiwi Divine Intervention' hybrid by Yvonne Brunton  Don Crain 'Iguaza Falls' hybridized by Richard Klug  Don Crain 
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S D C S S  M AY  S P E A K E R S  ( Y E S — D O U B L E  S P E A K E R S ! )  

Our 2nd Speaker Topic:   

The presentation covers Rhipsalis, Lepismium, 

Hatoria, Rhipsalidopsis and Schlumbergera.  It 

includes some history and is filled with superb 

photos. The presentation has been updated for 

2023 by its author Linda Sinkovic.  

About Our 2nd Speaker(s): 

Beth Jackson is a member of both SDES and 

SDCSS.  She is SDES’ membership coordinator, 

judges’ clerk for the Mother’s Day Show, works 

with the Epiphyllum Collection at the Safari 

Park, and is a co-register for new Epiphyllum 

hybrids for the Epiphyllum Society of America.  

Linda Sinkovic is a member of SDES who now lives in 

Santa Cruz.  When Linda lived here in San Diego she 

helped establish our collection of epiphytic plants at 

the Safari Park.  In addition, she has a large collection 

of epiphytic plants which she moved with her to Santa 

Cruz.  Most importantly Linda completely revised and 

updated the ‘Species of Epiphytic Cacti’ section for 

the Epiphyllum Society of America’s ‘Registry of 

Species and Hybrids’.    

 

2nd Speaker schedule: 

Beth will be sharing Linda’s work with us after the 

break. Reminder that we will have a brag table 

judging, but will not have a benefit drawing this 

month, so our break will be shorter than usual. 

 

 

Rhipsalis campos-portoana              Ralf Bauer 

Beth Jackson  with 'Beth Jackson' hybridized by D. Obayashi 

                    Derek Obayashi 

Linda Sinkovic     Jerry Moreau 

Rhipsalis puniceodiscus               Ralf Bauer 
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M E M B E R  S E C T I O N  
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I N  M E M O R I A M :  S A N D R A  M A R I E  F R O S T  

 

REMEMBERING SANDRA 

Sandra “Sandy Frost was a native of 

San Diego and lived in the county her 

entire life.  

She was born September 12, 1953 at 

Mercy Hospital and passed away very 

peacefully on April 8, 2023 at age 69. 

Sandy lived most of her life in Point 

Loma.  

Animals were a very important part of 

her life. She had quite a collection of 

pets over the years.  Sandy had dogs, 

lots of cats over the years, frogs, 

snakes and geckos. Feeding 

hummingbirds also brought her great 

delight. 

For decades, Sandy was a member of 

both the San Diego Zoological Society 

and the San Diego Cactus and 

Succulent Society.  Entering her plants 

in shows was something that she 

greatly enjoyed and she won 

numerous ribbons over the years. She 

and her sister were regulars for 

several years at our meetings. Carol 

Jean Wollcot remembers Sandy as 

devoted to our club.  She was always 

the first one to send out Christmas 

cards and birthday cards. 

Services on May 9, 2023 at El Camino 

Memorial Park at 11 A.M.  

Donations can be made to the San 

Diego Humane Society in her memory. 

                HERBIE Rhipsalis oblonga     Ralf Bauer 
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    FACEBOOK:  

       www.facebook.com/sdcss 

    TWITTER:    SanDiegoCactus 

    INSTAGRAM:                 #sdcss 

    WEBSITE:      www.sdcss.net 

S D C S S  O N L I N E  
 Have you ever read the Espinas Y Flores Newsletter ‘Plant of the 

Month’ article and thought - “I could do that!” Why not participate by 

writing a piece for our Plant of the Month feature?  

Pick a genus or species that interests you, do a little research, find or 

take a few pictures and create an article to share with the club!  

Contact Pam Badger: pambad1@mac.com 

S H A R E  YO U R  PA S S I O N !  

M E M B E R  S E C T I O N  

 
MEETING SNACKS? 

 

Members with last names beginning 

with A-L are encouraged to bring 

snacks to the May meeting. 

We all enjoy having some treats 

during the break at the meeting. 

Thanks to all have been bringing in 

goodies. I have heard comments 

that the table is often heavy with 

sweets, so I am challenging folks 

to bring a bit more variety! 

Thanks! 

    PAM BADGER  

 
PLEASE RETURN YOUR LIBRARY BOOKS! 

 

Looking for Steven Hammer’s book on Lithops or Philippe 

de Vosjoli’s Guide to Growing Pachycaul and Caudiciform 

Plants, but when you come to a meeting you leave 

disappointed because the books haven’t been returned? 

The SDCSS Library is here to support everyone’s love for 

cactus and succulents. Please return your books in a timely 

fashion so others get a chance to enjoy them. We’d rather 

not have to impose fines so let’s keep books circulating. We 

will be conducting an inventory of our book cases this 

Summer. Thanks for your cooperation and support in 

keeping our library resources available to all.     

                    LUIS GONZALEZ  

Ferocactus in flower at Joshua Tree NP Olga Batalov Opuntia basilarus in flower at Joshua Tree NP  Olga Batalov 

M E M B E R  S E C T I O N  

mailto:pambad1@mac.com
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M E M B E R  S E C T I O N  

T hose of you who have visited my garden know I have numerous old, large specimens - huge Dracena dracos, 

towering Alluadias, massive Golden Barrels, and Aloes that touch the sky. On several occasions, visitors 

have inquired “which is the oldest plant?” They are surprised when I show them a relatively small Mammillaria. 

This is a plant with a history! 

In the early 1970’s, not long after we discovered our mutual love of cactus, my husband, Lee Badger, and I 

started a wholesale cactus business. Living in San Francisco during this time, plant stores were popping up in 

every neighborhood. Little store fronts crammed with hanging pathos, rubber trees, colorful coleus and 

numerous other house plants seemed to be on every other street. Scouring these stores in search of cactus 

proved futile. Lee, who had lived in San Diego for years and had many friends still living there, started looking for 

cactus and succulents on his visits. During his search for plants he met Bob Taylor (a founding member of 

SDCSS) who began selling him plants to bring back to The City. As Lee took the plants around to the plant 

stores , the merchants went wild - something new to bring people into their shops. Soon Bob Taylor was running 

low on plants to sell Lee and told him about Hans Britsch and Western Cactus—this started a boom in our 

business newly named “Cactus Kid.” Lee began making monthly trips to Vista, returning with a Chevy Carryall 

packed with banana boxes filled with bare root cactus. By this time we were making planter boxes out of 

redwood bender board and planting up the cactus in the garage of our rented flat. Once planted, we would drive 

around to the various shops and sell them - it was lots of work and tons of fun. 

O L D E S T  P L A N T  

Mammillaria spinosissima           Pam Badger 
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M E M B E R  S E C T I O N  

Back to the original question about 

the oldest plant. When Lee would 

visit his friends in Pacific Beach he 

would pay a call to Joey at 

“Hairshapes,” sometimes even 

getting a haircut. In talking about 

the Cactus Kid business, Joey said 

he would like a cactus for his shop 

window. On his next trip south, Lee 

took Joey a sweet little  Mammillaria 

spinosissima, neatly staged in one of 

our redwood boxes. 

In 1976, Lee and I went on an 

adventure which took us to 

Nicaragua for a few years—leaving 

the Cactus Kid business and the 

retail store which had grown from 

it—to grow succulents in Central 

America. If you remember any news 

from the late 70’s, a civil war began 

brewing in Nicaragua which 

necessitated our eventual return to 

California in 1979. Settling back in 

San Diego (as my home town of San 

Francisco was too cold after being 

acclimated to Central America) we 

ended up at our home in Spring 

Valley. We had gone back to visit 

Joey and get haircuts, and noticed 

the Mammillaria overflowing it’s 

box in the window. Joey, who was doing some remodeling 

and had young children, offered the plant back to us. 

When we built the current landscape the Mamm found its 

home in the ground. Now, 50 years later it is still thriving 

—the oldest plant in my garden.  

If you look closely , to the upper right of the plant you can 

see the ancient stems left as the Mammillaria grew.  

Home sweet home!                

  PAM BADGER  

O L D E S T  P L A N T  

 

Mammillaria spinosissima in the garden    Pam Badger 

 

“The Cactus Kid”!    Pam Badger 
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Jared Petker 
Dudleya virens, by Pam Badger 

APRIL 2023 
BRAG TABLE              

WINNERS GALLERY 

APRIL 2023 
BRAG TABLE                      

WINNERS GALLERY 

SDCSS members came through and shared lovely winter plants at the 

April meeting’s Brag Table, judged by Kelly Griffin! 

 

Thanks for participating in the brag table! Remember, we have a 
Brag Table every meeting. Novices have a great chance of winning 
club bucks, so why not give it a try? We’d love to see your plants! 



Volume 58 · Number 05 · May 2023 

·  13 ·  

B R A G  T A B L E :  N O V I C E  S U C C U L E N T  

2nd: Gasteria baylissiana Linda Stewart 

1st: Bergeranthus sp.    Miriam Parent 

3rd: Euphorbia jansenvillensis Jared Petker 
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B R A G  T A B L E :  N O V I C E  S U C C U L E N T  

Euphorbia polygona Ron Labaco Aeonium dodrantale Juan Diaz Aeonium ‘Sunburst’ crest Ron Labaco 

Euphorbia polygona   Miriam Parent Sempervivum tectorum                  Miriam Parent 
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W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  W I N T E R  G R O W E R S  B R A G  T A B L E :  I N T E R M E D I A T E  S U C C U L E N T  

3rd: Euphorbia bupleurifolia Bev Grant 2nd: Euphorbia anoplia Chuck Ramey 

1st: Haworthiopsis coarctata  Chuck Ramey 
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W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  W I N T E R  G R O W E R S  B R A G  T A B L E :  I N T E R M E D I A T E  S U C C U L E N T  

Aloe ‘Wildfire’ Chuck Ramey 

Euphorbia lacteal Chuck Ramey 
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W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  W I N T E R  G R O W E R S  W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  W I N T E R  G R O W E R S  B R A G  T A B L E :  A D V A N C E D  S U C C U L E N T  

3rd: Dudleya hybrid Pam Badger 

2nd: Euphorbia hamata  Peter Walkowiak 

1st: Sarcocaulon patersonii Peter Walkowiak 

Euphorbia fusca  Peter Walkowiak 
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W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  I N  S H O W  B R A G  T A B L E :  N O V I C E  C A C T U S  

1st: Astrophytum asterias ‘Super Kabuto’   Reggie E. Salazar 

3rd: Gymnocalycium baldianum Sergio Lopez 2nd: Rebutia sp.     Lien Lieu 
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W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  I N  S H O W  B R A G  T A B L E :  N O V I C E  C A C T U S  

Gymnocalycium horstii                 Tatiana Church Mammillaria tetrancistra Sergio Lopez 

Notocactus uebelmannianus  Lien Lieu Myrtillocactus geometrizans elite 

crest Sergio Lopez 

Epithelantha micromeris

Suzy Foran 
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W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  I N  S H O W  B R A G  T A B L E :  I N T E R M E D I A T E  C A C T U S  

1st: Melocactus azureus Peter Hagopian 

3rd: Mammillaria sp. Chuck Ramey 2nd: Cumulopuntia sphaerica Chuck Ramey 
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W I N T E R  S H O W  R E C A P :  B E S T  I N  S H O W  B R A G  T A B L E :  A D V A N C E D  C A C T U S  

2nd: Astrophytum asterias ‘Super Kabuto’ 

hybrid Brian Shepherd 
1st: Echinocereus reichenbachii   Peter Walkowiak 

3rd: Echinocereus triglochidiatus var. inermis Peter Walkowiak Echinocereus boyce-thompsonii Peter Walkowiak 
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U P C O M I N G  S O C I E T Y  A N D  A F F I L I A T E  E V E N T S  


