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Opinions expressed in articles and editorial comments are solely the opinions of the author or the editor, and do not necessarily represent the opinion of the SDCSS, the
board of Directors, or the organization as a whole. All material submitted to the Espinas y Flores for possible publication may be edited in forma and content, and shared on
the club’s social media with attribution. All material contained in the Espinas y Flores may be reprinted by other non-profit organizations unless permission is expressly
denied in a note accompanying the article. Reproduction in whole or part by any other organization without the express consent of the editor is prohibited.
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PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE

W

e hope all of our members, friends and family are healthy
and safe. We are practicing all recommended government
guidelines during this pandemic and encourage you to do it also,
to stay healthy and put this behind us. We are as anxious as you
probably are to get back to some type of normal.
Anyway, on our minds this month is our club mission statement, which is:

“to promote knowledge and interest in cacti and succulent plants through education
programs, public exhibits, a public garden, conservation, and sharing this common interest.”
While the “public” aspect of this is not achievable in person, it is a good opportunity to adapt and do what we
can. As a club, we are pursuing virtual speakers, our newsletter and other non-contact measures. Thank you
Tina for a “Let’s Chat” Zoom meeting, May-Fong for her efforts at the Safari Park, and Denise and Kelly for
sourcing and coordinating an excellent webinar speaker lineup. On the home front, let’s try to get a handle on
conservation efforts through planting, water conservation, non-use of plastics, etc.
We will leave with this observation: the pandemic is cleaning up the world in many ways, including less air- and
water-pollution, wildlife improvements, and last but not least, our fauna on many fronts are thriving. The hope
is that a few things from our current experience— like conservation—will stick around.
Take care,

Jim and Mary

S D C S S V IRTUAL W EB IN AR : BAR R EL C AC T I

F

or the August meeting, Brian Kemble will be giving a
presentation titled “Barrel Cacti,” including the two
genera Ferocactus and Echinocactus. These two groups are
from Mexico and the southwestern U.S., and they are
prominent in many desert landscapes in places such as
Baja California, the Sonoran Desert and the Chihuahuan
Desert. Brian has made many trips to these areas, and will
include lots of plants in habitat, as well as ones in
cultivation.
Brian is the VP of the San Francisco Succulent & Cactus
Society, as well as the curator at the Ruth Bancroft Garden
in Walnut Creek, CA. He has done numerous talks for the
San Diego club over the years, and is pleased to have the
chance to show photos of one of his favorite groups of
cacti.

Kelly Griffin
Watch the webinar 12:30pm PST, August 8th at the Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86725798132?
pwd=b2o3aXptR0Y3SEsxSXc3UEI3cG91Zz09
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CSSA WEBINARS

MEMBERSHIP
EXTENSION

J

oin us for the 7th in a series of
webinars featuring Cactus and
Succulent experts from around the
world: Peter Breslin presents:
"Cacti and Succulents Endemic to
Baja California"
Saturday, August 8, 10:00 PDT

Peter Breslin began Ph.D. studies at Arizona State
University in the fall of 2014 and completed the Ph.D. in
spring 2020, investigating questions regarding the
biogeography and evolution of Cactaceae. Under the
advisement of Martin Wojciechowski, with the help of
committee members Lucas Majure, Shannon Fehlberg,
Fabio Albuquerque and Jon Rebman. Breslin pursued
research regarding the molecular phylogenetics, ancestral
biogeography, climate change impacts on habitat suitability
and population viability of the Mammillaria and Cochemiea
(Cactaceae) of Baja California and adjacent regions.
Breslin is one of the authors of A Field Guide to Cacti and
Succulents of Arizona, published by the Tucson Cactus and
Succulent Society, soon in its 3rd edition. He has been
traveling to Baja California to find and photograph
populations of rare cacti and succulents for the past 25
years. He recently moved to Los Angeles, CA, to teach
biology and environmental science at Geffen Academy at
UCLA, where he also hopes to continue several research
projects.

As you know, in-person SDCSS
activities in 2020 have been
severely reduced due to COVID-19
and necessary social distancing
measures. To thank you for your
understanding during this time, the
club will be extending all active
memberships renewing between
Feb 1 2020 and Feb 28 2021 for
one additional year, free of charge.
When in-person meetings resume,
please see Candy Garner & Susan
Hopkins at the membership table to
receive a sticker that will amend
your membership card expiration
date with your additional year of
membership. Future membership
cards will also be printed to reflect
your new expiration date.

THANK YOU FOR BEING A
MEMBER OF SDCSS!

FIND US ONLINE
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/sdcss
TWITTER:

SanDiegoCactus

NEW!

INSTAGRAM: #sdcss
To register for the webinar in advance Click here

WEBSITE:

www.sdcss.net

SU BMIT TO EyF !
Do you have a stunning succulent, a garden in bloom, a topic of interest, or anything else that you’d like to share?
WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!

We are accepting submissions for photos, articles, comments, and other materials of interest to the club from
SDCSS members in good standing. To submit content, please contact the editor at: eyf.editor@gmail.com
We are currently interested sharing virtual Member Garden Tours! This would be a multi-photo feature, with a brief
descriptions of notable plants and landscapes from your cactus and succulent garden! If you are interested in giving
your fellow members a tour, write to eyf.editor@gmail.com with the subject: “Member Garden Feature”
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PLANT OF THE MONTH FEATURE

charming caudiciform

Photos and text by Al Klein

Large specimens (inset)
Specimen patterning (background)
by Al Klein
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G

errardanthus macrorrhizus is one of the best
caudiciforms of the cucurbit family I have
personally grown. It ranks in the top of my favorites list.

Typical female (L) and male (R) flowers

A nicely patterned specimen

Al Klein

Gerrandanthus macrorrhizus is indigenous to South
Africa, where it can grow to an extremely large size. The
caudex grows above ground where it can two to three
feet in diameter. I have seen plants planted in raised
beds that are the size of a car tire! The vines are very
aggressive and can totally cover the caudex. My plants
produce vines several feet in length and sometimes can
be a nuisance covering adjacent plants in my collection.

During winter here in So. California, my plants go
dormant losing many of its leaves. One can leave the
dormant vines if so desired. The vines will stay green and
produce new leaves in spring. Plants of this species are
dioecious, meaning that plants have either male or
female flowers only. You will need both male and female
plants to produce seed. There is no way to know the sex
of a plant till it flowers. Male flowers will produce
stamens that are hidden by the flower petals, while
female flowers are very distinctive, having a swollen base
right below the flower bloom, which contains the ovary.

Collected seeds of G. macrorrhizus
3-month old seedlings

Al Klein

Al Klein

Al Klein

continued on the next page...
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One can hand pollinate to obtain seed, however I have
found that native pollinators do a pretty good job. The
seed pods are very cool, dangling from the vine like little
‘bats’! Once the seed pod is ripe it will turn a brown
color and a ‘trap door’ at the bottom of the pod opens
and the seeds float out! one pod can produce up to six
seeds. There is quite a lot of variation between plants I
have grown. Some have very flat ‘pancake’ caudexes and
others are more ‘volcano’ like, rising up in the center.

Seed pods showing the “trap door” characteristic

A typical root system

Gerrardanthus macrorrhizus is of easy culture. They are
fast growing and fun to cultivate. Keep the caudex
shaded, but allow the vines to grow to full sun if you
want. I have one plant in my collection that is planted in
a bonsai pot. It has been in the same pot for almost ten
years and the caudex is only about 6’ across! It also
receives direct sun for several hours a day resulting in
the caudex forming an interesting brown bark, not the
typical light green color when grown in the shade. I have
most of my plants under about 50% shade. The vines
grow up and onto the lath structure, where they will
flower. Be careful, full sun can burn the caudex and may
lead to plant death. Use a well draining soil as with most
caudiciforms, 50% in-organics, like punice or perilite and
50% organics. Protect from cold temperatures. My
plants have experienced temperatures in the mid thirty
degrees Fahrenheit with no damage. Hold back on water
during dormancy, watering less often. During the
growing season I water once a week. The will grow fast
in spring and summer with regular waterings. Light
regular fertilizing will keep your plants healthy and
growing strong. I have had some plants rot out at the
base of the caudex. With careful care the plant can
survive and have an interesting hollow caudex that can
be staged creatively. This is one of my favorite species to
grow.

Al Klein

Al Klein

Al Klein

Strange caudex shapes are always in demand from collectors!
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SDCSS MEMBER SECTION
SDCSS Members haven’t slowed down one bit! This month, enjoy the plant, art, and videos shared by
members like you. If you have something you’d like to share in a future issue, simply email the editor your
photos, articles, or any other material of interest to the club at the email eyf.editor@gmail.com

You’d be surprised at how far-ranging your fellow SDCSS
members can be! Member Diana McNeill, from
Winnipeg, Manitoba (Canada!) enjoys making planters
filled with succulents for friends as gifts for different
special occasions. She made this one up with some of her
plants, and liked the end result so much that she wanted
to share with everyone via the newsletter. Thanks Diana!

Member Erik Gronborg sent in this photo of his
thriving Aloe cameronii, showing off their striking July
blooms.

Check out these
fuzzy green blooms!
Supermember MayFong Ho shares her
summer-bloomer
Aloe tomentosa for
all to enjoy.
· 8 ·
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SDCSS MEMBER SECTION

Member Stephen Navadel was kind
enough to share this image of his original
9x9 watercolor painting of cactus
Matucana madisoniorum, painted by
artist Ally Benbrook (2012).

Stephen is interested and enthusiastic
about the Matucana madisoniorum, as its
discoverer Paul Hutchison was a personal
friend.

This Matucana painting has been
reproduced twice. One copy belongs to
the library of the Jepson Herbarium at UC
Berkeley, and the other resided with
Myron Kimnach, botanist and previous
director of the Huntington Botanical
Gardens.

This series is now closed due to the
passing of the artist, but all good things
ought to be shared, and we are thankful
to Stephen for letting us share this
beautiful painting with the club!

If you have some extra
time, why not check out
a fantastic presentation
on caudiciforms?
Tina Zucker is excited to
share this presentation
on her YouTube channel,
linked below.
Watch Tina’s
presentation at
https://youtu.be/
A0jWcEWmsSQ
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SDCSS GARDEN TOUR

A LANDSCAPE MAKE OVER

S

everal months ago, hard to keep track these days, I
decided to redo this area of my landscape. The ice
plant ground cover had finished blooming and was
looking pretty sad; it was also beginning to cover many
of the plants that have been there for quite a while.
The big gold barrels were starting to go under, it was
clambering through the Agave stricta, and choking the
A. guiengola. It was demo time!I decided to turn it into
a New World Succulent Garden.
First I pulled out the ice plant- no easy task! Then
scavenged rocks from all around the property to
complete barrier around the bottom. Next came the
fun part- picking out plants. In addition to the large
plants already there, I planted 4 genus Opuntiaceae, 4
genus Dudleya, 2 Fouquieria, including F. columnaris,

an old specimen from Baja collected in the 70’s, one
small agave, a Baja Euphorbia, 11 other cacti, a
Bursera, and a Pachychormus discolor. I got a cubic yard
of desert dg- decomposed granite- then started
planting. To finish it off I procured more rocks, rough
gravel, desert wood, and some cool decorative pieces
from Bev’s sale. I am very happy with the way it came
out and am already planning an extension.
For the September newsletter I will be doing a “Garden
Tour” with pictures and history of the entire garden. I
will also be inviting members for small group, by
appointment, in person tours and plant sales- so keep
an eye open for that this Fall!
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AUGUST 2020 VIRTUAL
BRAG TABLE GALLERY
We asked SDCSS members to submit
photos of their finest plants to the Virtual
Brag Table for August, judged by guest
Brian Kemble!
Our final tally:
48 specimens
17 cactus, 31 succulents

20 members

Congrats to the winners, thank you to all
of the members who submitted, and see
you next month!
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JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: NOVICE CACTUS

.

1st: Mammillaria polythele

2nd: Mammillaria crest

Diana McNeill

Pat Bryan

3rd: Ariocarpus trigonus
· 12 ·
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JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: NOVICE CACTUS

.

Diana McNeill

Notocactus magnificus

Mike Burkhardt

Ariocarpus retusus x agavoides
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JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: INTERMEDIATE CACTUS

.

1st: Mammillaria dolichothele ssp. balsasoides

2nd: Mammillaria nejapensis Heather Chan

3rd: Astrophytum myriostigma
· 14 ·

Allen Clark
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JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: INTERMEDIATE CACTUS

Echinopsis chamaecereus

Antonina

Rebutia krainziana

Opuntia subulata crestata
Antonina Lansangan
· 15 ·

Norb Roden
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JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: ADVANCED CACTUS

1st: Cactus turbinicarpus sp. Jauernigii (seed grown)

2nd: Mammillaria magnifica

Terry Parr
· 16 ·

Dean Karras & Megan Escalona

3rd: Ariocarpus retusus
Dean Karras & Megan Escalona
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JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: ADVANCED CACTUS

Ferocactus sp.

Pam Badger

Ferocactus glaucescens spineless

Gymnocactus horripilus

Terry Parr
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Pam Badger
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JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: NOVICE SUCCULENT

.

1st: Euphorbia enormis

2nd: Monadeium ritchiei

Mike Burkhardt

Diana McNeill

3rd: Aloe polyphylla
· 18 ·

Stephen Ware
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JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: NOVICE SUCCULENT

.

Sansevieria sayuri

Sharon Magahis

Aloe brevifolia variegata

Sharon Magahis

Sansevieria ballyi
Joan Herskowitz

Huernia zebrina cv. 'Super Z'

Dave Thurbon
· 19 ·
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JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: NOVICE SUCCULENT

Lapidaria margaretae

Fockea edulis

Dave Thurbon

Joan Herskowitz

Uncarina peltata
· 20 ·

Joan Herskowitz
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JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: NOVICE SUCCULENT

Mike Burkhardt

Euphorbia obesa
Bryophyllum fedtschenkoi ’variegata’

Michael Perkins
Raphionacme sp.
Diana McNeill

Euphorbia medusa hybrid

Rachel Burns
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JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: INTERMEDIATE SUCCULENT

.

1st: Aloe aristata

Jennifer Harris

· 22 ·
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JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: INTERMEDIATE SUCCULENT

.

2nd: Tilandsia ionantha

Antonina Lansangan

3rd: Tylecodon leucothrix

Allen Clark
· 23 ·
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JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: INTERMEDIATE SUCCULENT

Euphorbia heptagona

Haworthia retusa

Heather Chan

Jennifer Harris

Euphorbia lactea variegata crest (graft) Norb Roden

Deuterocohnia brevifolia
· 24 ·

May-Fong Ho
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JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: INTERMEDIATE SUCCULENT

Echeveria 'Neon Breakers'

Tylecodon torulosus

Pauline Wong

Bowiea volubilis

Allen Clark
· 25 ·

Andrew Willis
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JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: INTERMEDIATE SUCCULENT

Aloe dorotheae

Antonina Lansangan

May-Fong Ho

Aloe dichotoma

Echeveria minima
Pauline Wong
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JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: ADVANCED SUCCULENT

1st: Euphorbia milii cv. 'Pinata’

Terry Parr
· 27 ·
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JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: ADVANCED SUCCULENT

2nd: Haworthia truncata

Terry Parr

3rd: Ipomea platensis

Dean Karras & Megan Escalona
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Volume 55, Number 8, August 2020

JUNE BRAG TABLE RESULTS: ADVANCED SUCCULENT

Dorstenia foetida

Sarcocaulon peniculinum
Pam Badger

Fockea edulis
Dean Karras &
Megan Escalona
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Pam Badger

