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Newsletter of the San Diego Cactus & Succulent Society 
An Affiliate of the Cactus and Succulent Society of America 

 
 

Next Meeting: Saturday, January 11th 

Plant sale starts at 10 

New Member Orientation at 12:30 

Meeting begins at 1 

Speaker: Jeff Moore  

Pre-Meeting Workshop: Prepping for the Show with Jerry Garner at 11 
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On the cover:  The crevice garden at the San Diego Zoo Safari 
Parkð photo by Whitney Meier. 

Newsletter Created by: Whitney Meier, with the help of many 

contributors!  
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Happy New Year! It seems the year-end holiday party was just yes-

terday. We had marvelous attendance, a great dinner, yummy des-

serts, numerous activities and most importantly- a time to catch up 

with old friends. Due to the sound system at Del Prada being non-

functional and many activities all happening at once we do wish to 

apologize as it was chaotic and communication was difficult. Anyway, we will put that on our list for 

this year. Looking ahead we have set some aggressive goals, including fresh speakers, sorting out our 

cash register system, field trip planning, show and sale planning, as well as general membership re-

tention, appreciation and accrual. With a keen eye on our club mission statement, please do not be 

shy to suggest something worthwhile. We will discuss as a board and advise. In summary, I will end 

with what I announced first at our party: THANK YOU!- Mary and Jim Reiser 

 Dear Friends of Collette,  
 

Some of you may have already heard that Collette peacefully passed away at 
home earlier this week.  Our son, Kienan, and I were with her. She is the love 

of my life and I dearly miss her.  
  

You are invited to her Celebration of Life memorial (and luncheon) on Jan. 18 
(Sat.) at the San Diego Womanôs Club, 2557 3rd Ave., San Diego at 11:00 

AM.    
 

-Terry 

Celebration of Life for Collette Parr 
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hǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {5/{{Σ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΣ 
ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΦ  !ƭƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ǎǇƛƴŀǎ ȅ CƭƻǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŜŘƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦƻǊƳŀ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΦ  !ƭƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǎǇƛƴŀǎ ȅ CƭƻǊŜǎ 
Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǊŜǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴƻƴ-ǇǊƻŬǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƭȅ ŘŜƴƛŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǝŎƭŜΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊΦ  
wŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘΦ 

Award Winners  
Mark Fryer Appointed A   F    S 
On rare occasions the SDCSS honors certain outstanding club 
members as Fellows. The designation is awarded to members with 
exceptional contributions to our hobby and to the club. We can 
think of no person more qualified to join the ranks - who has con-
tributed more to our hobby - than Mark Fryer. From revitalizing 
C&J Nursery, to adopting Jergen Menzelôs vast cactus collection, 
to his leadership within SDCSS, Mark has had a positive lasting 
impact in the world of succulents. He is an invaluable resource to 
our hobby, and we are incredibly fortunate to have his deep botani-
cal knowledge and numerous propagated plants rooted here in our 

club. Congratulations to Mark Fryer on be-
coming our newest San Diego Cactus and 
Succulent Society Fellow! 
 
Brian Shepherd Volunteer of the Year 2019 

Brian has been our Security Chair since 2011, managing 
our volunteers for great security coverage. He was a Director on the 
Board for several years. He sells at meetings, competes in our Shows 
and bakes a mean shortbread. At meetings he helps with whatever is 
needed. His Coffee in the Gardens are an annual event we always look 
forward to and his art graces most of our 
walls. 

Jim DeForest- Life Member 

Jim has been an integral part of SDCSS for over ten 
years.  He volunteered at the Safari Park for several years, working 
in the Old World Garden.  He gets to meetings and events early and 
sets up.  He stays late and cleans up.  He has lead the cashier team 
for regular meetings and our big sales , keeping things running 

smoothly.  He sells at meetings, partici-
pates in shows and is a vital part of our 
organization. 

Scholarship Winner- Marisela Vazquez 

Marisela has been awarded a scholarship from our Scholarship 
Program, which is for senior high or college/university students 
currently enrolled in a horticultural program at a local San Diego 
County institution. She will be graduating in the spring with a de-
gree in Ornamental Horticulture.  
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Jeff  Moore has operated Solana Succulents (a retail succulent nursery 

near San Diego) since 1992. He has gained notoriety for landscapes at 

the Del Mar Fair and Home Shows, particular-

ly for his òunderseaó succulent gardens. Jeff 

has written a series of  6 engaging books about 

the world of  succulents in cultivation in the 

past 4 years. 

The newest book Jeff  has published is similar 

in format to 

his others, with an overview aimed at those 

new to the succulent obsession, but surely 

good enough for those already in it. It co-

vers (as much as 350 pages/1500 images 

allows) cacti, euphorbias, pachypodiums, 

alluaudias, xerophytic bromeliads, cy-

cads,  and other mostly spiny plants. Join us 

in welcoming Jeff  back for another color-

ful presentation. 

January Speaker ï Jeff Moore  

Prepping For the Show- 11 AM with Jerry Garner 

Join Jerry Garner at 11:00 a.m. for the Pre-meeting workshop 

held in the lunch room in Room 101. The June Show and 

Sale is the San Diego Cactus and Succulent Societyõs most 

important botanical and social event. It is our opportunity to 

join with kindred spirits in a weekend of work, camaraderie 

and presentation to share our fascination of succulent plants 

with others.  

 In this monthõs workshop, we will focus on preparing 

your plants for the show tables in the June show. I will cover 

the basics of entering a plant in the show and have a short 

discussion about filling out the plant entry tickets and where 

and how to find the plant category information. I will then 

address pot cleanliness, plant cleanliness (insect control) and plant grooming. We will 

finish with some basic staging tips for using top-dressing, rocks and plant-to-pot place-

ment to enhance the presentation of the plant. 

 If you have a plant that you are unsure about showing, bring it to the workshop and 

we will work on the plantõs best presentation. I will bring an assortment of simple tools 

that can easily be assembled into a plant grooming kit.  

 I hope this workshop will take some of the worries and mystery out of showing 

your plants, and encourage you to show them. We always urge our members to be part of OUR show.  

Presidentôs Choice win-

ner from last yearôs Sum-

mer Show and Saleï  

Larryleachia cactiformisï 

Kal Kaminer 
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Plant of the Month- Dioscorea with Christine Vargas 
We all love those ñTurtle Backò caudiciforms!  Did you know 
that Dioscorea is in the yam family? And did you know there is 
a connection between Dioscorea mexicana and the birth con-
trol pill? 
Christine Vargas will describe some characteristics of this in-
teresting caudiciform plant group and its history in food use, 
medicinal values, and pitfalls of unregulated collection in the 
wild. 

Itôs time once again for the Desert Forum at The Huntington Library, Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens in 
San Marino, CA.  Since the San Diego Cactus and Succulent Society is an affiliate member of the Cactus and 
Succulent Society of America. So, as a SDCSS member you can receive free admission to the event with your 
CSSA or SDCSS club badge or membership card!  This is a great opportunity to see the wonderful landscape and 
plants at the Huntington! Transportation not provided.ðRick Bjorklund, SDCSS representative regarding the 
CSSA 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

фΥлл ς фΥпр wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΥ tƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ /{{! ƻǊ ŀŶƭƛŀǘŜŘ Ŏƭǳō ōŀŘƎŜ ƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŎŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŦǊŜŜ 

ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ōȅ фΥпрΦ [ŀǘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ IǳƴǝƴƎǘƻƴ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

9:00 ï 10:00 Coffee and doughnuts will be available in the lower section of the 5ŜǎŜǊǘ DŀǊŘŜƴ 

9:00 ï 11:00 5ŜǎŜǊǘ DŀǊŘŜƴΥ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŀōƭŜ ǎǘŀũ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘŀǝƻƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ DŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ /ƻƴπ

ǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊȅ 

11:00 ï 1:00 tƭŀƴǘ {ŀƭŜǎ ς όŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ /{{! ŀƴŘ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎύ 

Gate opens by the Teaching Greenhouse at 11:00 for plant sales - ǇƭŜŀǎŜΣ ƴƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ōƛǊŘ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƊŜǊ 

мΥллΦ /ŀǎƘΣ ŎƘŜŎƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ 

1:00 ï 5:00 CǊŜŜ ¢ƛƳŜ tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƻǳǊ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀƭƭŜǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ млΥлл ǘƻ рΥллΦ 

Lunch: Caf® 1919 in the visitor center features a variety of sandwiches, salads, and grilled itemsΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀ ǊƻƻƳ ŀǘ [ƛǳ CŀƴƎ ¸ǳŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ 

ƴƛŎŜ ƻǇǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ !ǎƛŀƴ ŦƻƻŘ wŜŘ /ŀǊ όŎƻũŜŜ ǎƘƻǇύΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻǊŜΣ ƻũŜǊǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊŜ-ƳŀŘŜ ƻǇǝƻƴǎ 

[ŜƊΥ WƛƳ wŜƛǎŜǊ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƪ CǊȅŜǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴ ¦ƴŎŀǊƛƴŀΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜƴǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŎǝƻƴΦ wƛƎƘǘΥ 

IƻƛŘŀȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘƛƎƘ ƛƴ {5/{{ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǇŀǊǘȅΥ ƭŜƊ ǘƻ ǊƛƎƘǘς !Ǌǘ /ƻƻƭŜȅΣ .ŜǾ DǊŀƴǘΣ [ȅƴ aŀǊŘŜǎƛŎƘΣ 

DǿŜƴ YǊǳǎƘŜƴǎƪȅΣ /ƘǊǎǝƴŜ ±ŀǊƎŀǎΣ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ aŀǊƛǎŜƭŀ ±ŀȊǉǳŜȊ ŀƴŘ 5ƻǳƎ {ǘŜƛƴΦ 

Saturday, January 18th 
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Coffee in the Garden Succulent and Cacti Party at Rick 

and Kevinõs place, January 19, 2020, Sunday, 10am-2pm; 

4728 Allied Rd, San Diego  619-229-1125 

I always look forward to hosting this annual garden party event as a time to 

talk with others about succulents and cacti, learn some new growing tips from 

others, make new friends and share fun times. Kevin will say, though, that I 

drive him crazy as I begin preparing months ahead for the party.  Some of the 

succulents in the raised beds are reaching mature size and showing adult char-

acteristics.  It has been fun watching Kevinõs Haworthia hybrids grow up and begin showing their adult characteristics and 

color, while others are from newer seed batches and will take some time to develop.  We have a large collection of Echeve-

rias, particularly agavoides types, and they have grown together nicely forming a 

patchwork quilt on their own.  We have a growing collection of imported eche-

verias and relativesñit is amazing to see what is being accomplished via hybridi-

zation of these, especially in other countries, of which there are numerous repre-

sentatives in our gardens.  As I enjoy trying a large variety of succulents and cac-

ti, the gardens include many types of Agaves, Aloes, Crassulas, Kalanchoes, mes-

embs, Haworthias, Gasterias, small Opuntias, Pilosocereus, Echinopsis and 

Trichocereus hybrids, caudiciforms, and bulbs. Our gardens include areas of 

plants in the landscape and many large raised beds. Most plants are labeled in 

case you want to know the names, and for educational purposes.  Sometimes there are a number of similar plants in the 

same area for comparison.  While our place isnõt large, we have packed in lots of succulents and cacti (to Kevinõs chagrin at 

times), and Iõm always game to try a new, unusual succulent or cacti, true to my fondness for shopping and appreciation of 

abundance! 

Speaking of abundance, I am very excited to announce that Carlos Zavaleta of Rojas Succulents and Cacti in Fallbrook, CA 

will be a guest vendor this year. His enthusiasm for succulents is quite contagious!  I recently met Carlos and his mother, 

who have a wonderful succulent and cacti nursery in Fallbrook including almost every con-

ceivable Echeveria and genus relative imaginable, a nice selection of variegated succulents in-

cluding some rare and hard to find ones, cauduciforms, and cacti. His mother has thirty years 

of experience in the succulent business, with Carlos having at 

least 25 years since he began growing as a childñhe especially 

likes texture and color.  Their nursery was opened in 2004 and 

has a wide variety of succulents offered in various sizes. Addi-

tionally, Carlos has a growing collection of variegated and rare 

succulents he also offers for sale.  He will have an assortment of 

plants available for sale at the party (he accepts credit cards) and 

will be doing an informal talk on propagating succulents from 

seed, leaf, or cuttings. I will also offer a succulent related workshop.   

As in prior years, we will have plants for sale that we have propagated from our plants and 

garden related items (cash only please for us).  I will be providing home-baked desserts, ap-

petizers, and beverages.  We encourage chatting about plants, sharing your plant experiences, meeting new friends, and 

having fun at the party. We hope you will drop by, enjoy some food and drink, and chat plants! 

Think hosting a Coffee in the Garden is your òcup of tea?ó Contact Julie 

Dixon at whooleeay@yahoo.com for more information and to sign up! 
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BENEFIT DRAWING TABLE  

Without doubt, the most frequent question we hear as we are selling tickets is, òWho does the drawing benefit?ó 

The answer is simple: You, the membership. Proceeds from ticket sales purchase plants and occa-

sionally other items from our growers, both commercial and private. If you win, you get to choose 

from whatever is available on the table at that point.  Any proceeds beyond that purchase go into 

the general fund, to be spent at the boardõs discretion.  

Beginning in January, we will be making a couple of changes. For a number of years, plants have been purchased from first the 

Parrs, then from Tina Zucker. We will now be rotating purchases among our membership, so that we can provide a greater 

variety among the prizes. In January, Kelly Griffin will be supplying the plants for the table.  

Ticket sales begin at 11:00am. The drawing takes place toward the end of the break at the 

end of the business part of the meeting,  prior to the main program. Ticket sales are brisk 

during the break. Come buy 

hǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǳōƭƛŎ 

Saturday, February 8th  
 

11 am - 4 pm  

San Diego Cactus & Succulent 
Society  

Exotic cacti, succulents and 
handmade pottery for Sale  

 

Spectacular specimen plants  

on display at the Show  

 

Club members are admitted to 
the sale from 9:00 am -11 am 

�I�R�U���´�0�H�P�E�H�U�V���2�Q�O�\���6�K�R�S�S�L�Q�J�µ 

{ŜŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмф 9ǎǇƛƴŀǎ ȅ CƭƻǊŜǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ŦƻǊ 

ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƭŜǎ  


