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TA B L E  O F  CO N T E N T S  

S D C S S  S C H E D U L E  

November in-person meeting: Novemebr 13TH
 

November speaker: Ernesto Sandoval 

Upcoming events: December in-person meeting 

ON THE COVER 

Pilosocereus platycladus 

Photo by Jen Greene 
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P R E S I D E N T ’S  M E S S AG E    
Greetings fellow Succulent Friends, 

 

It is really feeling like Fall with the chilly morning temperatures, leaves falling, 

and Winter growing succulents waking up from their Summer dormancy, 

always an exciting time in the garden. 

 

I apologize for missing the October meeting- I hear it was a good one! Thanks 

to Rick Bjorklund for his Plant of the Month talk which I understand had 

people rolling in the aisles - that is a first! I was disappointed to miss Ed Read’s 

talk on Welwitschia - they are such fascinating plants. Thanks to Rick and Ed 

for making our get together fun and interesting. 

 

Hopefully you all have gotten the message that the November meeting will be on the 13th. Thanks to 

Kelly Griffen for going through some extensive leg work to get us back on our regular meeting day! Our 

main speaker will be Ernesto Sandoval, who always gives an excellent presentation. We are also going to 

have a special Brag Table - featuring plants in Don Hunt pots. Many of us have acquired Don’s pots over 

the years, so look through your collection and find one or two (or more) to show this month - thanks to 

Candy Garner for this wonderful idea. 

 

Due to the uncertain conditions around the pandemic, the Board has decided against having our regular 

Holiday Party, but did not want the season to pass without doing a bit of celebrating. We are planning a 

special meeting featuring a speaker who has just published a new succulent book which will be available 

for purchase and have it autographed. There will also be a Silent Auction with a wide variety of plants, 

including some ‘bare root’ specimens for your landscape. There will also be a cookie exchange - see 

details in the December Newsletter. 

 

Meanwhile, enjoy the change in seasons—such as it is in San Diego—often going through all seasons in one day!   

 

Best wishes to all! Stay safe, and see you soon. 

 

Pam Badger 

October 20, 2021 

 

 

    FACEBOOK:  

       www.facebook.com/sdcss 

    TWITTER:  

       SanDiegoCactus 

    INSTAGRAM:  

       #sdcss 

    WEBSITE:  

       www.sdcss.net 

S D C S S  O N L I N E  

 

Have you ever read the Espinas Y Flores Newsletter ‘Plant of the 

Month’ article and thought - “I could do that!” Why participate 

by writing a piece for our Plant of the Month feature?                

You don’t have to be an expert! Pick a genus or species that 

interests you, do a little research, find or take a few pictures and 

create an article to share with the club!  

Alternately, create a 5-10 minute slide show to present at one 

of our upcoming meetings, or do a photo essay for the 

Newsletter—or both! We would love to see your plants.  

Contact Pam Badger: pambad1@mac.com 

S H A R E  YO U R  PA S S I O N !  

mailto:pambad1@mac.com
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S D C S S  N OV E M B E R  S P E A K E R  

 

 

 

The SDCSS abides by the Balboa Park mask policy—masks will be worn 

indoors at our meeting at all times. A reminder that we will not have a 

library table this month, but will have an exchange table and brag table. 

Thank you so much for staying safe! 

J oin us Saturday, November 13th for our 

IN-PERSON meeting and speaker Ernesto 

Sandoval, speaking on the topic of 

Feeding Succulents. 

Our topic: Feeding Succulents: How 

Fertilizer, Water pH and Soil Can and Should 

Be Adjusted!  Perhaps you’ve heard that pH 

is important for plants?  Ernesto will 

summarize why you want your plants to 

receive slightly acidic water and various ways 

you can adjust it for your succulents.  How is 

this similar and different than fertilizing 

“regular” plants?  Ernesto will discuss all of 

this plus the importance of “soils”/container 

media and the details of how you can 

maximize the root potential for your plants!    

Our speaker: Ernesto Sandoval has been 

wondering and seeking questions and 

answers to why plants grow and look the way 

that they do for nearly 40 years.  Now he 

explains and interprets the world of plants to 

a variety of ages and from amateur to professional gardeners. He regularly lectures to a variety of 

western Garden Clubs throughout the year and particularly to Succulent Clubs throughout California. 

Desert plants are his particular passion within his general passion for plants.  He describes himself as a 

"Jose of All Plants, Master of None" and loves learning from the experiences of others as well as his 

own.  By helping people to understand the workings of plants he hopes to help us better understand 

how to and why our plants do what they do and how we can maximize their growth with less effort.   

       See you at the meeting on the 13th! 

 

 

 
Club meetings are free and open to the public.                                             

SDCSS meets at Balboa Park monthly, generally on the second Saturday            

of each month, from 1 - 4 pm in Room 101 of the Casa del Prado.  
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P. pachycladus (named Felicia) , 2018 

Jen Greene 

NOVEMBER’S PLANT OF THE MONTH TOPIC NOVEMBER’S PLANT OF THE MONTH TOPIC 

“We always remember 

our first love– 

and for me, 

that’s the blue 

Pilosocereus 

pachycladus.” 

GROWING BLUE 

BRAZILIAN BEAUTIES 
Pilosocereus pachycladus 

JEN GREENE 
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You may have seen them listed as Pilosocerus azureus, 

but as far as I’m aware, that’s not a currently valid 

Latin name. For this article, I’ll be specifically talking 

about P. pachycladus, but the care can be applied for P. 

glaucescens, P. magnificus, and/or nearly any other of 

the blue columnar species from Brazil.  

 

ORIGINS 

Pilosocereus pachycladus hails from Brazil, in the 

roughly north-eastern interior region where there is 

caatinga. The caatinga is a dry, desert shrubland and a 

very specific biome found only in Brazil. The region 

typically experiences a very hot and dry winter, with a 

cold and rainy summer. If that weather pattern sounds 

familiar, it should! It’s incredibly similar to our growing 

conditions here in San Diego – just swap the names of 

the seasons, and we’re set.  

In Brazil, these cacti would rarely experience 

temperatures below 50°F, and during the peak of the 

dry and hot season, ground temperatures can be up to 

140°F! Water arrives sporadically during the wet 

season and can average as little as 5” a year to over 

30”.  

With a species so well adapted to high temperatures, 

extreme moisture fluctuations, and tolerant of cold 

rain, is it any surprise these are excellent candidates 

for many San Diego xeriscape gardens?  

HARDINESS  

To thrive in our region, the Pilosocereus needs careful 

consideration as to where they can be planted and still 

thrive. While in their native region, they rarely (if ever) 

experience temperatures below 50°F, that is a near-

nightly occurrence here in winter.  

Fortunately for us, these cacti are much more tolerant 

of cold weather than you might suspect. I have been 

growing a handful of species for a few years, and they 

have all tolerated brief dips into the high 20s or low 

30s for short periods of time.  

For best appearance, if it does dip below 35°F, you 

should plan on covering your cactus with frost cloth, 

or at least covering the tips of the arms. I’ve seen plant 

friends use Styrofoam cups to protect their cactus arm 

tips, but I haven’t had much luck with that method 

(and the grocery store cups are never big enough!). 

These cacti are particularly prone to mild “frostbite”, 

and the growth points will scar up or die back a bit.  

If you want a heavily branched specimen, this might 

not be a bad thing: the damage to apical growth points 

will encourage additional arms to come out! See facing 

page for a photo of my oldest specimen doing just 

that.  

Pay close attention to the conditions on your property 

or around your home when deciding where to plant 

your Pilosocereus, if you’re placing it in the ground. 

Higher up on a hill, where water will naturally drain 

away from the roots and it is less likely to experience 

frost is a good option. If you’re more inland and 

experience temperatures below 32°F more than a 

handful of days a year, keeping your Pilosocereus 

P. pachycladus (named Felicia) , 2019           Jen Greene 
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closer to your house can make more sense. 

Sheltered by a wall or close to your walls on a south-

facing slope can be an ideal placement to shelter 

your beautiful blue cactus through the coldest 

months.  

In summer, it’s hard to say that there’s a day too hot 

for these! They’ll not just tolerate hot days of 100°F 

or more, they’ll love them.  

For best appearance and most robust growth, water 

them regularly during the hottest months, and you’ll 

be rewarded with a large, beautiful cactus and 

profuse blooms.  

IN POTS OR IN THE GROUND?  

Much of my growing advice may sound like it’s for 

those who want to plant their P. pachycladus in 

the ground, but it works if they’re in pots, too!  

The most challenging part about growing these 

cacti in pots is that they really, really want to be 

cactus “trees”. In habitat, they can reach heights 

of over 10 meters tall – over 32 feet! When 

growing them in pots, we’re treading close to how 

bonsai gardeners carefully maintain a healthy (but 

much diminished in size) tree.  

My oldest specimen had only two ‘branches’ for years, up until it experienced 

damage at the apical growth points when I finally planted it in the ground.         

                    Jen Greene 
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Many growers keep Pilosocereus in pots very 

successfully for many years, although potted 

specimens will never reach the same heights that in-

ground specimens will. Growth will be significantly 

slower once they’ve maximized their available root 

space, and they can be much more sensitive to poor 

watering routines.  

My largest and oldest specimen shot up by multiple 

feet the first year I potted it up from a 1 gallon to a 

roughly 3-gallon pot! After that initial spurt, 

however, growth slowed significantly, to barely a 

foot the following year, and mere few inches the 

year after that. Fertilization with worm emulsion and 

cactus-specific fertilizer had little effect, and it 

would dry out within a day when watered even if it 

wasn’t that hot out (a classic sign of a root-bound or 

under-potted plant).  

In bonsai cultivation, that would be the time to repot 

it and refresh the soil…but how feasible is that when 

we’re talking about a cactus taller than you are?  

For cactus culture, you’ll have to weigh that 

eventuality for yourself. In a decorative pot, with 

additional soil added on top each year along with a 

cautious fertilization routine, you could have a 

beautiful cactus for many years. It may not get 

terribly tall, but if you’re careful, it’ll be beautiful for 

quite a long time! 

If you, like me, want to see the cactus reach its 

maximum size and growth potential, stick it in the 

ground! I highly recommend doing so before it’s 

reached the taller-than-you-are stage, as it’s much 

easier to maneuver and you’re far less likely to 

damage the cactus in the transplant process.  

Should your in-ground cactus get too large, branchy, 

or unwieldy, you can use a hedge trimming saw to 

cut off arms to give away. Trim them in spring, when 

it’s warming up and the cactus is entering its growth 

season. Let the cut edges callous over for a few days 

or a week, then stick them in a pot just barely bigger 

around than they are and fill with 50/50 cactus soil 

and pumice. They should root within a month (or 

three), and you can give them away to fellow club 

members!  

 
 

ADDITIONAL GROWING TIPS 

There are a few things you can do to see the best 

success with your Pilosocereus, especially if you want 

a large, sculptural specimen.  

Just because they grow in rocky, sandy soil in 

habitat and have a very brief wet season doesn’t 

mean they must be grown the same way in 

cultivation. In fact, for the best looking Pilos 

(especially in-ground), water them regularly all 

through summer! My very rough rule of thumb is if 

the average week is over 80°F, I water them once a 

week. If it’s over 90°F, make that maybe twice a 

week. If other plants near them need water, they get 

extra.  

Felicia planted in-ground in 2020         Jen Greene 
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If we’re experiencing a heat wave of 100°F or more, 

I make sure to water a day or two before the 

temperatures reach 100. When we have heat waves 

with multiple 100+ days, I’ll water as often as every 

other day or every third day! During periods of such 

high heat and intense sunlight, the cacti seem to 

turn all that moisture straight into growth.  

For our growers in apartments or with limited yards, 

my advice on watering changes dramatically based 

on the amount of sun your cactus gets. If it’s not 

experiencing full sun all day, you’ll need much less 

water than I’m suggesting here – especially if it’s on 

a partially shaded patio or is shaded by building 

shadows for part of the day.  

I also want to emphasize not waiting until your 

cactus is taller than you and, most likely, severely 

pot bound before planting it in the ground (if that’s 

your goal)! The shock and time needed to 

recuperate from the abrupt change in conditions is 

pretty rough on your cactus. It took my 6-foot tall 

Pilosocereus nearly a year to finally start showing 

new growth after being planted in-ground. 

Fertilization is entirely unnecessary in-ground, but 

the cacti do seem to appreciate it when potted. I 

saw the best results using fish emulsion at half 

strength, but if you’re not a fan of the smell, a dilute 

balanced fertilizer would probably work just as well.  

Try to avoid touching the body of your cactus if you 

can. They develop a glaucous coating with their new 

growth, but only when they are newly growing. 

Once you’ve touched the coating and wiped it off 

with a finger, it’s gone for good.  

You can eat the fruits they make, but they’re not 

particularly tasty. If you’re looking for a glaucous 

blue cactus that gets massive and produces tasty 

fruits, I highly recommend the Peruvian Apple 

Cactus.  

I hope this encourages our members to seek out and 
grow some blue beauties of their own! They’re a 
rewarding species that are easier than they may 
seem.   

 
JEN GREENE  

Felicia and friend 

(Bruce), 2016           

Jen Greene 
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OCTOBER 2021 
BRAG TABLE              

WINNERS GALLERY 

OCTOBER 2021 
BRAG TABLE                      

WINNERS GALLERY 

We asked SDCSS members to bring their best plants to share for the 

October Meeting’s Brag Table, judged by our wonderful guest speaker     

Ed Read accompanied by Kelly Griffin! 

Our participants included: 

49 specimens: 16 cactus, 33 succulents 

 

 

 

We have a regular meeting in November, so please bring your Brag 

Table plants for our in-person table (with a special focus on Don 

Hunt pots, see next page) and judging on November 13th!  
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O C T O B E R  B R A G  T A B L E  R E S U L T S :  I N T E R M E D I A T E  C A C T U S  

 Many people remember Don for the wonderful pottery he has created over 

the years, and many people have their best show plants in his pots.           

For the November Brag Table we are inviting you to bring one                   

or more of your plants in Don’s pots.  

  

The one on the left, with 

a Euphorbia tortilis, is 

from 2005 - the first 

year the Club awarded 

trophy pots at the June 

show, and the only year 

they were dated. The 

other two are more re-

cent acquisitions and 

show how varied his 

work is. Looking forward 

to seeing your plants in 

Don’s pots!  

As I looked through 

my plant collection, I 

was surprised how 

many of my plants 

are in his pots. The 

first one I got - in the 

back in this picture, 

with a Sansevieria, 

was from the Holi-

day Gift Exchange 

many years ago - is 

the oddest, free 

form, and weird.  
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O C T O B E R  B R A G  T A B L E  R E S U L T S :  I N T E R M E D I A T E  C A C T U S  

1st: Lophophora diffusa     Jose Ramos 
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O C T O B E R  B R A G  T A B L E  R E S U L T S :  I N T E R M E D I A T E  C A C T U S  

 

 

3rd: Mammillaria aff. bombycina 

Denise Huntsman-Griffin 

2nd: Ariocarpus retusus                                  

Jose Ramos 

2nd: Copiapoa tenuissima          Bev Grant 
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O C T O B E R  B R A G  T A B L E  R E S U L T S :  I N T E R M E D I A T E  C A C T U S  

Notocactus schlosseri crest       Charles Ramey 

Neochilenia scoparia  Jose Ramos Echinocereus fendleri          Norb Roden 

Opuntia parryi serpentina crest                Charles Ramey 
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O C T O B E R  B R A G  T A B L E  R E S U L T S :  A D V A N C E D  C A C T U S  

 

1st: Mammillaria candida in Don Hunt pot                     Peter Walkowiak 
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O C T O B E R  B R A G  T A B L E  R E S U L T S :  A D V A N C E D  C A C T U S  

 

 

3rd: Mammillaria saboae in Don Hunt pot   Peter Walkowiak 

2nd: Ariocarpus fissuratus     Peter Walkowiak 
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O C T O B E R  B R A G  T A B L E  R E S U L T S :  A D V A N C E D  C A C T U S  

Euphorbia triaculeata in Don Hunt pot                                  

Peter Walkowiak 

Pachypodium bispinosum in Don Hunt pot                     

Peter Walkowiak 
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O C T O B E R  B R A G  T A B L E  R E S U L T S :  N O V I C E  S U C C U L E N T  

1st: Euphorbia poissonii     Jose Ramos 
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O C T O B E R  B R A G  T A B L E  R E S U L T S :  N O V I C E  S U C C U L E N T  

 

2nd: Euphorbia squarrosa Jared Petker 

3rd: Crassula perforate x Crassula rupestris ssp. Marnieriana                     

‘Baby’s Necklace’ Ginger Steketee 

 

Epiphyllum sp Ginger Steketee 
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O C T O B E R  B R A G  T A B L E  R E S U L T S :  I N T E R M E D I A T E  S U C C U L E N T  

 

1st: Jatropha berlandieri    Charles Ramey 
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O C T O B E R  B R A G  T A B L E  R E S U L T S :  I N T E R M E D I A T E  S U C C U L E N T  

 

1st: Aloe hybrid in Don Hunt pot    Sherman Blench 
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O C T O B E R  B R A G  T A B L E  R E S U L T S :  I N T E R M E D I A T E  S U C C U L E N T  

 

2nd: Agave victoria-reginae 

‘White Rhino’                  

Jose Ramos 

 

 

3rd: Euphorbia sp. 

 Jose Ramos 

 

2nd: Acanthostachys strobilacea                                       

Bev Grant 
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O C T O B E R  B R A G  T A B L E  R E S U L T S :  I N T E R M E D I A T E  S U C C U L E N T  

Echeveria agavoides x lauii crest                            Charles Ramey 

Euphorbia flanaganii cristata    Norb Roden 

Echeveria pulvinata ‘Red Velvet’           Charles Ramey 
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O C T O B E R  B R A G  T A B L E  R E S U L T S :  I N T E R M E D I A T E  S U C C U L E N T  

Drimiopsis kirkii    Alison Baldwin 

Faucaria tigrine     Alison Baldwin 

Kalanchoe tomentosa   Denise Huntsman-Griffin 
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O C T O B E R  B R A G  T A B L E  R E S U L T S :  A D V A N C E D  S U C C U L E N T  

 

 

2nd: 

Commiphora 

unilobata in 

Don Hunt pot              

Peter 

Walkowiak 

3rd: Euphorbia millotii in Don Hunt pot         Peter Walkowiak 

 

1st: Ceraria 

pygmaea         

in Don Hunt 

pot (sadly, 

photographer 

didn’t get a 

good one of 

this plant) 

Peter 

Walkowiak 


